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INFORMATION SUPPLIED WASHINGTON PRESS ON
MONDAY, APRIL 26, 1954

Following the Conference of the drouth state governors at
the White House today, Governor Allan Shivers of Texas made the
following statement: Problems of agriculture and drouth relief
fall into two major areas--those requiring immediate, emergency
attention and those requiring long range planning.

He said we must take necessary éteps to prevent suffering
and disaster in the lmmediate emergency and start at the earliest
possible date to prevent dust and wind erosion through proper
practices,

He said that he had recommended to the President and the
Department of Agriculture the following:

1. TImmediate agricultural allowance on per acre basis,
under the soll censervation program, for wind ereosion and dust
storm preventlon and also special allowances for re-seeding
grasses and other cover crops.

2. Loans and credits for farm production and subsistence
be extended at low interest rates with repayment on crop loans
ocn a 5 - 7 year basig, and on re-seeding and pasture conversion
programs on an 8 - 10 year repayment basis.

3. That special attention be given to small business
loans in the disaster area with expansion of credit through the
small business administration.

4. That all the Federal and State soil, water conservation,

and agricultural agencies coordinate thelr activities so that
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2ll will be working on one program rather than on five or ten.

5. 'That additional incentives be given for good soil
conservatlon practices, with speclal emphasis on up-stream
water conservatlon,

6. That an additional one-year moratorium be declared on
farm parity legislation, and the pregent fixed parity formulas
pe retained, particularly so that those farmers in the drouth
areas wlll be assured an adeguate price for such crops as they
are able to produce.

7. That a long range project be started immedlately with
proper incentives for both water and soil conservation practices,
and in addition tax allowances to encourage proper land manage-
ment in the fubture, retaining as farm land that which is suited
to such and placing in'pasture and grassland acreage land better
sulted to such purposes rather than farming.

He cong¢luded by saying that sinee our agficulture and
livestock problems were our number one prdblems, permahent
solutions for them must be found. Past efforts over many years
have ndt been more than temporary expedience. A long range

solution is badly needed.
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(Spe-
asked
President Eisenhower Monday to
declare 4 ‘‘one year- moratorium’’
on any plans to abandon fixed price
supports in favor of the flexible
support system backed by Agricul-
tuer ‘Secretary Ezra Benson.

The 'Texas governor declared,
after a White' House meeting with
Mr. Eisenhower and governors of
four other drought-hit states, that
“fixed parity should be retained
so that farmers in drought areas
will be assured an adeguate price
for such crops as they are able

WASHINGTON, April 26

elay

andon Fixed

mmistration, has come gu't for
fixed supports, an aide said.
Other emergency steps recom-

! mended by Shivers included:

© 1. An agricultural allowance on
a per acreage badis for steps to
prevent wind . erosion and dust

| storms, plus a special allowance

for reseeding grasses and other
lcover Crops.

2. -Extension of loans and cred-
its for farm production and sub-i
sistence at low interest rates, with
repayment on crop loans in five
to seven years and on reseeding
and pasture conversion in eight

The occasion mark-

tives for both water and soil con-
servation practices, in addition fo
“‘tax allowances to ehcourage prop-
er land management in the fu-
ture.”

He said land which is suited
to farming should: be used as
such, ile placing in pasture and
grass that land which is less
suited.

“A permanent solution must be
found,” said the governor, ''since

~ agriculture and livestock problems

' ernors’

are cur number cne problem.”
Shivers also endorsed a joint
statement for the governors re-
leased by Gov. Dan Thornfon of
Colorado, in .which  they. asked
the President to make $15,000,000

- available immediately to combat

the wind erosion problem.
The  southwestern governors, in
a joint, statement, also asked that
Uncle Sam's loan and credit faci-
lities be used to give maximum
bhenefits on a long-range basis to
the people of the disaster area.
. Mr. Eisenhower asked the Agri-
culture Department and the Civil

" Defense Administration to make

an imfmedtete study of the gov-
proposals. Press Secre-
tary James Hagerty said the agen-
.cies probably would repert back
to the President Tuesday.

Gov. Dan Thornton of Colorado
. acted as spokesman for all five
governors, and Shivers said he
fully endorsed” Thornton's state-
ment.’ "~

Others  attending the drought

to ten years.

enate.
‘Thornton said the conference in-
cluded discussion of the existing
situation, a short range program
of action and a long-range pro-
gram. However, it wéds reported
that the governors only touched
on long-range aspects of the situ-
ation.
No Direct Ald Considered

The Colorado governor said the
$15,000,000 would cover emergency
and immediate problems in the
next two months.

The governors also recommend-
ed that ranchers and farmers .in
the five-state area be “‘encourag-
ed and helped” in the proper use
of land. ’

Shivers indicated there was lit-
tle or no discussion of the possi-
bility of direct federal relief in
the form of public works _in
drought areas where farmers are
ditely in need of employment.

Ross Rizley, assistant Secreiary:’
of Agriculture, agreed and said
he believed any direct relief would
have to come from the $15,000,-
000 ‘*while it lasts.” !

the next six or eight weeks will
be erucial in the drought area,

Benson -and his aides reportedly
repeated recommendations that

be retired from  cultivation.
The Agriculture Secretary’ has

disaster areas, with expansion of:
credit through the Small Business
Administration. T
~4, All Federal and state agen-
cies concerned with soil and wa-
ter conservation and other agricul-
tural agencies should coordinate :
their -activities so “‘we will be:

working on one program insteadi
of five or fen.”

5. Additional incentives shou1d|
be given for good soil conserva- |
tion practices, with special em- I.
phasis on upstream water con- |
servation. -

Shivers also proposed a long--
range solution to the drought|

ol projects at |
Brady and on the east fork of‘
the Trihity at Weatherford.

'The Tekas governor said he
thought an over-all golution of the
Lone Star State’s water problem
will necessaiily be slow in coming, -
but described the upsiream pro:--
ects as a first step.

‘He expressed belief that the’
Bureau of Rgelamation - will have|
to abandon its poliey of retain-!
ing control of dams it builds even'
after local commiunities repay thel
cost of construction.

The water problem must he;
settled at the federal, state and;
local level, he'said, and predicted
that. local interests will be. w;].mg
to pdy their share.

Cost’ of water projects can be:
firanced from sale of water, pow-
er and through taxation of in-:
creased property Valteés in  the

The governors told the PTesident’

it was reported, and emphasized,
that farmers need to replant crops..

much drought area acreage should-

said that 16,000,000 acrfs,,m‘,ﬂ:lfa.-

vicinity, Shivers-explained,

2 i
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Besumont Enterprise.
Shivers Talks at Aluminum
Plant Dedication
At Rockdale

ROCKDALE, Texas, April 24. (B
;—Gov. Allan Shivers Saturday
called on Texans to help maintain
a “favorable tax climate” so that
| big industry will be encouraged to
move into the state.

“We can do Texas a great serv-
ice,” Shivers said, “and encourage
future industrial growth by main-
taining a favorable tax climate,
a favorable governmental climate
and a favorable industrial climate.

“If we do these things, we can
have in Texas the greatest indus-
trial growith of any state in the
Union.”

-The governor made the asser=
tions in a brief speech at cere-
monies marking the formal open-
ing of the $100,000,000 Rockdale
works of the Aluminum Ccmpany
of America—aAlcoa.

Following the short dedicatory
exercises, Shivers flew to Dallas
where he addressed the Demgo-
cratic sfate executive committee.

. Other speakers at the dedication
icf the Milam county plant—which

Alcoa officigls. said brings the
itotal capacity of aluminum-pro-

iducing plants in Texas to 260,000

tons annually, one-sixth of the na=
tional total—included w. W,
'Lynch, president of Texas Power
and Light company; Frank IL.
‘Magee, Alcoa vice-president  and
‘general manager in charge of pro-
‘duction; and John D, Harper,
Rockdale works manager.

: ‘No. 1 Balesman’

Lynch  called -Shivers “states=-
!manlike” and “Texas’ No. 1 salese
iman of industrial opportunity.” :
i And both Harper and Mages,
Iwho made the main dedication
ceretnony addresses, cifed the gova
ernor’s efforts to induce Alcoa to
'locate its third Texas plant at
iRockdale.

Alcoa operates aluminum-pro-

‘ducing plants st Point Comiforf,
‘and Port Lavaca, using natural

gas for the production of power, !

iThe

power
supply
. Magee said,
show place.
most modern plant we could build

Rockdale plant produces
from the area’s

lignite !

“Rockdale is our
We have here the:

‘and -the very latest in equipment.

| All Know-How

“All the know-how that we have

‘Bcquired over 65 years of pro-
|ducing aluminum has been put
into this plant. I don't think you

" jecan blame us for bemg proud of

that.”
When in full pwductlon the

Rockdale works will employ abou.
1200 full-time production employes.:

yearlyl Ground was broken gt the
new
“first o dluminum  was
ahout 13 monihs later.

Its pI'roll wili exceed &5,0010,000

produced

plant  October 15, 19514 The,
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conference inciuded Govs. Hdwin |
I.. Mechem of New Mexico, John-
ston Murray of Okldhoma and
Edward Arn of Kansas; Agriculture
| Becretary Hzra Benson; Civil De-
! fense Director Val Peterson; rep-
regentatives of the Weather Bureau
and Public Health Service, and
" several. of Benson's aides.
The governors asked that 15,
be mi%e available to sup-
ple the $195,000,000 agricul-
' fure conservation sub51dy program
Cin effect this year. A bill which
*would prov1de the needed $15 000,-

wrear ClaMs ares nas peen sert-.

{ougly damaged in the drought, and
14;000,600 more can be severely
hur‘ if present conditions persist.
Little or no Texas land is included
in the worst-hit category.

1942 should be put back in grass.

of Grapevine and other members
of Congress to urge speedy’ ap-

Benson has said that 75 to 90
per cent of the 3,000,000 acres
which has been “broken ouf” since!

Shivers said he planmed to meet.
Tuesday with Rep. Wingate Laueas|

propriation of more money ft:}
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v Washington Bureau

Washington — Governor
Allan Shivers hopes to get
Some reaction from the Eisen-
hower administration to his
emergency drouth aid pro-
posal put before the Wash-
ington confercnce of gover-
ners,

Shivers recommended a
seven-point program, includ-
s : ing a oneyear moratorium
eéi‘e’ifaltﬁgaﬂf on any shift from fixed flex-
atching and sof ible price supports.
2. Buy Ewiral  Shivers said the governors
stubborn eases.| wore priefed on the Indo-

yat for
ltch !
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IShivers Hopes
For Drouth Aid

China situation, but did not
teel it proper to disclose what
was said.

As for civil defense, the
governor said Texas is “one
of the fop states.

“Of course, you never know
if you're doing enough, but
I am well satisfied with our
progress,” he said.

Shivers participated in a
panel discussion on relations
between the federal and state
governments,

Meanwhile, representatives
of the county judges of West

bl Texas met with members of
''the Texas congressional dele.

gation to discuss a five-point
program of aid to drouth-
stricken areas,
Representative George Ma-
hon of Lubhock said he would
introduce a bill which would
authorize the small business
administration to make loans
to drouth<area merchants

‘| whose customers have been

unable {o pay their hills.

The judges’ recommenda-
tions, which largely were em-
bodied in Shivers’ recom-
mendations to President Ej-
senhower were:

1. Loans to small business-

i|men in the drouth area, as

proposed by Mahon, so they
may restock their -merchan
dise and carry on.

2. Loans to farmers and
ranchers to enable them to
pay their necessary living ex-
penses and operate their
farms and ranches,

3. Additional loans to en-
able farmers to deep-break
their lands and put hard clay
on top, in order to stop blow-
ing. Estimated cost is 810 per
acre,

4. An arrangement  where
by F. H. A, loans can be ex-
tended to 10 years so farmers

may live, and pay debts to 1o-
cal creditors along with pay-
ments to the F. H. A,

5. Coniinuation of assist-
ance by the soil conservation
service to retain what top soil
Temains to crops may be
Taised when sufficient rains
come,

The West Texans said re-
cent rains have helped, but
have not solved their problem,
although they said the Depart-
ment of Agriculture appears
to think so.

ANNIVE
FOR A

FIRST QUA

Blocker Qil
Pay Opened

Kilgore — (Spl) — La Gloria
Corporation opened a new oil
Pay in the Blocker field of

I | Harrison County,

The firm's No. B-1 Richard-

i | son flowed 89 barrels of oil

daily on a 31B<nch choke
from the Travis Peak at 6500

B | feet. It also flowed gas from

the Page zone at 6370 feet.
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- DROUTH VICTIMS PLEAD

FOR STATE, FEDERAL AID

Austin Bureau of The News

AUSTIN, Texas.—County judges
of a dozen Panhandle and South
Plains eounties Friday appealed
to Gov. Allan Shivers for state and
federal aid to help them through
a drouth paralyzing their economic
life.

“It is no longer a malfer of
feeding cattle,” said Sen. Andy
Rogers of Childress, “It is down
to feeding people. It is a gquestion
of the survival of some of these
communifies.”

They asked the Governor to do
what he could to help them on the
state level and also fo use his influ-
ence in Washinglon fo obtain
drouth disaster relief for them.

The Governor promised full co-
operation of his office in helping
them get food, easy credit and
work-making projects, ’

Counties represented in a before-
office-hours conference with the
Governor were Terry, Lynn and
Dawson in the South Plains, and
Dickens, King, Cottle, Motley,
Briscee, Hall, Childress, Collings-
worth and Donley in the Pan-
handle. :

Drouth in that area is a serious
matter of increasing concern as fno
rain or snow fell in the winter
months, Shivers said, As the drouth
goes into its fourth or fifth year,
he said, “We all must do every-
thing possible {o relieve condi-
tions,”

He directed the county judges to
seek surplus comrnodities through
the Department of Public Wel-
fare, and to seek help of the em-
Pployment commission in finding
jobs for idle workers.

He promised to contact the high-
way department to see what local
road projects, employing local peo-
Ple, it could order in the area,

He assured his callers he would
help any way he could with federal
agencies, especially in seeing if
Civil Defense Administrator Val

Peterson could not make more re-
lief available under the disaster
relief act. |

With the Legislature going into |
special session March 15, Shivers
promised “We will pursue the ques-
tion (of relief) in any way the state
can help.” .

The judges laid before the Gov-
ernor a six-point relief program,

framed in prior local meelings,
which they wanted him to take to
President Eisenhower.

The program covers:

1. Use of surplus commodities to

feed needy families now asking di-
rect county relief,
2. Immediate funds

to  build

roads, bridges and fences to give

work to those now without grocery
money.

3. Legislation to return the fed-
eral gasoline tax to counties in the
drouth-disaster area for county
road and bridge building with local
lahor.

4, Cheap interest money to wa-
ter districts to build dams to store
walter for municipal and irrigation
purposes.

5. Immediafe reactivation of the
Childress Air Force Base,

6. Liberalized credit to landown-
ers whe now owe money on their
farms and homes af a high interest
rate,

A gloomy picture of peopla hun-
gry and without jobs and moving
away was painted by (he delega-
tion,

Drouth Is driving people away,
said Judge R. L. Templeton of
Wellingion, Collingsworth County,
as there has not been a good crop
since 1949. Agricultural workers
are not eligible for unemployment

Teachers to Hold
Denton Meeting

Special to The News

DENTON, Texas, — Classroom
teachers from eighteen counties
will held their annual meeting on
the campus of Texas State Col-
lege for Women Saturday.

The feachers are members of
District V of the Texas State
Teachers Association. The Denton
Classroom Teachers Association
will be host. The program in-
cludes a luncheon and the appear-
ance of the Verse Speaking Choir

of TSCW,
—_———

Miss Poe to Speak

Miss Helen Poe, Dallas lecturer
and traveler, will discuss the
American heritage Monday at the
noon meeting of the Dallas Elec-

tric Club at the Baker Hotel,

compensation, he noted. Farm in-
come in the county dropped $4,300,-
000 from 1952, he said.

- He told the Governor, ““we want
to go through you to the Presi-
dent.”

“Don’t you think the state ought'
to help you all it can first?”’ coun-
tered the Governer, ]

“We want jobs,” said Templeton, |
adding that people in the area want |
work and have too much pride to
ask for groceries.

County Judge R. F. Spraberry of |
Dawson' County said the county
raised 175,000 bales of cotton in
1949 but only 8,000 bales last yesar.
There are now 119 families being |
ed on relief in the small county, |
and surplus commodities request-
ed sixty days ago have not ar-
rived.

“Our population has dropped
3,000 in the last eighteen months,”
he said. People have locked their
Thouses and gone to look for work,
he said, ““and 98 per cent of the
trouble is due to the drouth.”

Even with a good crop this year,
it will take farmers three years
to wark out, he said, “‘and if there
is no crop this year it wil] iake
ten fo fifteen years for us to get
on our feet.”

Charity cases are up 300 to 400
per cent in Motley County, said
County Judge Vance Gilbreath of
Matador, One hundred and fifty
families of the 4,000-population
county already have gone, he said.

His- people need lahor projecis,
he said, “‘for they want jobs to tide
them over, as they don’'t want to
ask for charity.””

County Judge Richard Rird re-
ported Childress County had lost
1,500 of its 12,000 population. The
immediate problem could be cured
by reactivating Childress Air Force
Base, he said.

Judge Jack Gray of Donley
County asked for help in getting
low interest money to finance a
$9,000,000 dam on Salt Fork of the
Red River north of Hedley, for
which a permit has been approved.
It will be self-liquidating with low
interest but not at 4 per cent, he
said,

“We should create work,” he
sald asking Shivers to help them
get a long-term, low-interest fed-
eral loan,
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Summary of Remarks by
Gﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ ALLAN SHIVERS .
Belegatlon of Jounty Judges:

This partleular px roblem, because of the dAwupugak duration of it
and the breadth on it - extending fukm over approzimately four stateg ==
does eall Tor bobth state %nd loral, asg well 2z federal help, I think
vou can be aggured that we ave golng to do everything we can on thes
State level.

L]

T would like to ask your opinlon or advise about the posglbility
af appointing o aon-o ffiei&? conmittee ’aﬁ’eﬁanu&hivﬁ of the scunty
Judges ecommipgion a%& officials in YWest Texas, The grsa mogt affeeFeﬁg
ag well as some of the State offieials, like the DERIZERENREISIIEEX
Commigsioner of Agrzsu ture, Defenge and Bisaster Rellef head, who
of sourse, works in wy office., and poesgible some others, and maybe gome
gitizens at lavrge to formm sort of an advisory commities - neot only as
an economic planning group, but 23 2 group to hal@ out all esonomls
necessities (Wgc T have ‘been conzidering apppol ﬁtﬁcmk of this comnlttee
not 88 a resull of your wisit. but ¥ because of drought conditions
for the past few years {(not Vﬁrwatum},

T will be in %aﬁhlﬁgv@n the 26%th, Tth and Bth of this month in
5 Governorls converence called by the President. whtsks at whiech state
problems will be dlseussed, T will bring up this problem and will
diseusag it with them, I know thefoveruors of New Mexico, Kansas,
Oklahoma, and COolorado will Join in that diseussion, as we have been
discussing 1t among cubselves.

You probably know that mors money has besn loaned under FHA ¢
Texas in the last veaw and a half than to all the other gltates put
together, There is a small business loan group that makes certailn
types of small business leans. IT the buﬁqne sed pan qualify ZTEEIEAEHY
under this, XHEREE they wmight as well btake advantage of 1%,

Public Law 875 is in effeet in Texag now. It i not 2 publie
works law, It 18 a disaster wellel law, As far as I know, there Iis no
public works phane of 1%,

There ls, ag you know, under Burplus @ommodities Act handled
through the office here {(John Wider's office ~ Public Welfave) and
through the County Judge and Comnlssioner's office, distribution of
surplus compodities, There iz plenty of them available, Now, 1T
any of you need thewm, There aveprobably enough of them = 1f you have any
penple who need any food of thal type. There i a lot of red tape to
it, 28 you know, and they are ot what you would gall Taney groceries,
but they will helip to keep body and soul ftogether. .

I want to agsure you that we arve pgoling to do everything we possibly
cen to assist you 1n any way and phaze we can, I appreciate the faet
that you have taken time %o come here, and I know the people in the
Countien appreciate it, Call oun us if you think we can help you, and
if we ecan's, we¥ll ¥ell you,



