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December 29, 2008
Austin, Texas

Today, the fact that there will be a new Speaker for the 81st Texas House of
Representatives is established, there being at least 76 House members
publicly committed to change.

As Texans first, House Democrats have worked and continue to work to
bring change to the Texas House of Representatives. Moving Texas forward
for all Texans with policies that improve the lives of our constituents has
been our overriding goal. Allowing each House Member to represent their
constituents to the best of their ability, and allow ideas, bills and policy to be
dictated by the merits is the best way to achieve that goal. We are eager to
work with like-minded Republicans in a bipartisan manner.

Attached are the signatures of 64 House Democrats who are publicly
committed to this future. Their mutual trust, resolve, unity and commitment

to one another is to be commended.
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I will not vote for Tom Craddick for Speaker for the 81st Legislature under any
circumstances.
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