
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 
 

CLEOPATRA DE LEON, NICOLE  § 
DIMETMAN, VICTOR HOLMES, and  § 
MARK PHARISS,     § 
  Plaintiffs,    § 
       § 
v. §    CIVIL ACTION NO.  

§ 5:13-CV-982-OLG 
GREG ABBOTT, in his official capacity as § 
Governor of the State of Texas, KEN  § 
PAXTON, in his official capacity as Texas § 
Attorney General, GERARD RICKHOFF, § 
in his official capacity as Bexar County  § 
Clerk, and KIRK COLE, in his official  § 
capacity as interim Commissioner of the § 
Texas Department of State Health Services § 
  Defendants.    § 
 
  

 
ADVISORY TO THE COURT 

  
 
 
 Today, the Department of State Health Services issued an Action 

Memorandum implementing changes to vital records for vital events in 

compliance with the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges, No. 

14-566 (U.S. 2015), and this Court’s July 7 ruling.  The memorandum is 

attached to the declaration that verifies it.  
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       Respectfully submitted, 
 
      KEN PAXTON 
      Attorney General of Texas 
 
      CHARLES E. ROY 
      First Assistant Attorney General 
 
      JAMES E. DAVIS 
      Deputy Attorney General for Civil 
      Litigation 
 
      ANGELA COLMENERO 
      Division Chief - General Litigation  
 
      /s/ William T. Deane  
      WILLIAM T. DEANE 
      Texas Bar No. 05692500 
      MARC RIETVELT 
      Texas Bar No. 24043892 
      Assistant Attorney General 
      General Litigation Division 
      P.O. Box 12548, Capitol Station 
      Austin, Texas 78711-2548 
      (512) 936-1534 
      (512) 320-0667 FAX 
      bill.deane@texasattorneygeneral.gov  
      marc.rietvelt@texasattorneygeneral.gov  
 
      ATTORNEYS FOR STATE  
      DEFENDANTS 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that on August 12, 2015, I served all parties a copy of the foregoing 
document via the Court’s ECF service. 
 

       /s/ William T. Deane           
       WILLIAM T. DEANE 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 

CLEOPATRA DE LEON, NICOLE 
DIMETMAN, VICTOR HOLMES, and 
MARK PHARISS, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

GREG ABBOTT, in his official capacity as § 
Governor of the State of Texas, KEN § 
PAXTON, in his official capacity as Texas § 
Attorney General, GERARD RICKHOFF, § 
in his official capacity as Bexar County § 
Clerk, and KIRK COLE, in his official § 
capacity as Interim Commissioner of the § 
Texas Department of State Health Services § 

Defendants. § 

CIVIL ACTION NO. 
5:13-CV-982-0LG 

DECLARATION OF BARBARA LAUREL KLEIN 

My name is Barbara Laurel Klein and I am over the age of 18 and fully 

competent to make this declaration and state the following: 

1. I am a Deputy General Counsel for the Department of State Health 

Services. 

2. On August 12, 2015, the Department of State Health Services issued 

an Action Memorandum implementing changes to vital records for 

vital events in compliance with the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in 

Obergefell v. Hodges and the U.S. District Court ruling in DeLeon v. 

Abbott, regarding recognition of same-sex couples. 
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3. Attached as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of the Action 

Memorandum. 

4. The Court has ordered Defendants to also submit an advisory by 

August 24, 2015 regarding pending applications. (Dkt. #113.) With the 

adoption of the attached Action Memorandum, the Department has 

begun issuing death certificate amendments. 

5. The processing of software modifications by the third-party vendor that 

hosts the platform for vital records will take additional time, which 

will impact the issuance of birth certificates. Until that change is 

made, those requesting a birth certificate listing parents of the same 

sex may choose either to (1) obtain the standard birth certificate listing 

"mother" and "father" as well as an amendment to the birth certificate 

once the software modification is complete; or (2) obtain an original 

birth certificate allowing for the parents to be identified as "mother," 

"father" or "parent" once the software modification is complete. The 

Department has investigated other options, none of which appear 

viable other than the modifications described above, but will continue 

to explore other alternatives. 

6. The Department has had multiple telephone conferences with the 

vendor so far, regarding the required changes. The vendor is working 

toward developing an expected timeline to complete the software 

modification. 
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7. For pending requests of which the Department is currently aware, the 

Department will begin issuing qualifying death records and contact 

requestors of qualifying birth records, to advise them of their available 

options to obtain their records. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that 

the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 12th day of August, 2015. 

clAJ&w~ 
Barbara Laurel Klein 
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