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Ron Blatchley

Chair, Texas State University System Board of Regents
R. Blatchley Management, BMB Homes

3019 Hickory Ridge Circle

Bryan, TX 77807

Dear Chair Blatchley:

As Chair of the Senate Higher Education Committee, I am honored and privileged
to recommend enthusiastically Senator Jeff Wentworth of Bexar County to be the
next Chancellor of the Texas State University System.

Having known Senator Wentworth since 1982 and worked with him for almost 20
years, I would miss him greatly in the Texas Senate, particularly because of his
stellar leadership, impressive accomplishments, and effective bipartisanship.
Despite my selfish perspective, I recommend this valued friend and colleague
strongly only because of my passion for higher education and my confidence that
his appointment would benefit the Texas State University System greatly,
especially at this time.

Next session will be unusually challenging, not only because of the State
Comptroller’s bleak financial prediction for our budget, but also because it will be
driven by a once-a-decade redistricting session based on new federal census
results. Accordingly, you will need a Chancellor who is known and trusted by
legislative leaders who hold the keys to passing your system’s legislative program
and appropriations,

My colleagues in the Texas Legislature and I know and trust Jeff Wentworth as
much as we respect and admire him. Because of his honesty and integrity, we rely
on his word and have confidence in his assessments and proposals. Because of
years of toiling side-by-side with him in the trenches, we are comfortable with him
as a member and leader of our extended family. Equally important, we enjoy
interacting with Senator Wentworth because of his charm and charisma,
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unwavering discipline and dedication, and respectful and friendly demeanor.
What’s more, his notably talented and affable wife, Karla, and their two delightful
sons, Jason and Matthew, reflect his love and devotion. They would be a
wonderful “first family” for your system.

Review Senator Wentworth’s resume, and you will marvel at his career-long
record of paradigm-shifting contributions to higher education in Texas. Legislators
know him, for example, as the “Father of TEXAS Grants” because he was the first
to propose this legendary financial aid program, and he spurred our investment of
more than $1 billion in it. He led the charge to change the name of Southwest
Texas State University in his Senate district to Texas State University-San Marcos,
and he authored legislation to add a tenth non-voting student member to each
Board of Regents in the state.

I can think of no one more uniquely prepared than Jeff Wentworth to serve as your
next Chancellor, especially because of his experience as a former member of your
Board of Regents and his success in the Texas Legislature, particularly in passing
higher education legislation. The strength of my recommendation reflects my
strong confidence that he would make you proud and enhance your success.

My prayer is that the Lord will bless you for your good work and inspire you to
agree with my perspective and embrace Senator Jeff Wentworth as the next
Chancellor of the Texas State University System.

Very truly yours,

Judith Zaffirini, EhD
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Mr. Ron Blatchley, Chairman

Mr. Charlie Amato, Vice Chairman
Mr. Kevin Lilly

Mr. Ron Lynn Mitchell

Mr. David Moniagne

Mrs. Trisha 8. Pollard

Michael J. Truncale, Esquire

Mrs. Donna N. Williams

Mr. Greg Wilkinson

Mr. William C. Patterson

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

The task you are currently undertaking to select a new Chancellor for the Texas
State University System is an important one that will impact higher education
in Texas for years to come. '

As a former Chairman of a Board of Regents which selected a Chancellor, I wanit
to share my experience with yon in hope that it might help you with your
decision.

At Texas Tech, we opted to go outside the traditional academic channels and
look ai candidates who not only had respectable academic recoxds, but who
were skilifal business managers, effective fandraisers, and able to navigate in
the difficult legislative arena, which is so crucial for the funding of university
systems. The resulis are well documented with higher academic standings,
record fimdraising, and increased national recognition.

I have known Jeff Wentworth for a number of years. He has been an effective
member of both Houses of the Texas legislature. He has had Congressional staff
experience in Washingion, D.C. He was a pioneer in securing new financial

igtance for thousands of Texas students through the Texas Grant Program.
Of historical significance, he led the initiative to rename your largest
component — Texas State University. :

I believe Jeff possesses all the gualifications to make an effective Chancellor for
your system. | hope you will give him favorable consideration.

Sincerely,
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Via Email: rwl@academic-search.com
Robert W. Lawless, PhD
Senior Consultant
Academic Search, Inc.

I am writing on behalf of Jeff Wentworth, Texas State Senator, a candidate for
Chancellor of the Texas State University System.

Senator Wentworth has a deep commitment to higher education. e enjoys a long
standing involvement with the Texas State University System. Jeff is a recognized leader in
bringing diverse groups together and a dedicated public servant. 1 have known Senator Teff i
Wentworth personally since our days at Texas A&M University. As Texas Secretary of State, | |||g
worked with him through the State appropriations process, and over the years in various i
capacities witnessed his capabilities in leadership and resolving problems. }

Senator’s Wentworth integrity and leadership will serve the Texas State University l
System well. As Texas further defines and refines the role of its various Higher Education
Systems and Universilies, Jeff Wentworth will lead the University’s growth and recognition to
new plateaus. His knowledge and recognized leadership in the legislative process will prove
invaluable to the Texas State University System. i

Jeff Wentworth has my highest and unqualified recommendation as Chancellor of the
Texas State University System. He is the right person and at the right time for the Texas State
University System and the State of Texas. i
With my best wishes and kindest personal regards,

Very truly yours,
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Robert J. Lawless, Ph.D.
Sentor Consultant
Academic Search

1825 K Street NW Suite 705
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mr. Lawless:

_ I am writing this letter in support of State Senator Jeff Wentworth's application to be named
Chancellor of the Texas State University System (TSUS). I have known Jeff for the past 20 years,
and he is a person of great intelligence, strong character and outstanding leadership.

JefT has long-standing involvement with the Texas State University System, previously serving on its
‘Board of Regents. He also has capably represented Texas State University--San Marcos for the
duration of his career, working to increase appropriations for the school and passing the landmark
legislation that changed the university's name. In addition to his strong ties with the TSUS, Jeff
possesses the qualities and skills necessary to take on this important role.

Perhaps one of his. most-important assets is his more than 20-year legislative career. Durmg this time
he has been involved in every facet of the legislative process—including the budgetary process-- .
which would be quite beneficial to the TSUS as it seeks increased legislative appropriations. He also
has developed strong relationships with both Democratic and Republican members of the Texas
Legislature that will most certainly outlast his tenure in the Senate. Jeff is an excellent

communicator and would be an ideal representative of the TSUS before legislators, funders, and
potential students.

Jeff Wentworth is 2 man who does not shy away from hard work and perseverance, and I have no
doubt that he is up to the challenge of taking the reins at the TSUS. I can think of no person better
equipped to blaze a trail forward for the Texas State University System.

Thank you in advance for your consideration. If you have any questions or need any additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

¢
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Robert W. Lawless, Ph.D.

Senior Consultant
Academic Search, Inc.

Dear Dr. Lawless,
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