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Thinking	  about	  the	  country,	  do	  you	  think	  that	  things	  are	  headed	  in	  
the	  right	  direction,	  or	  do	  you	  think	  that	  things	  are	  headed	  off	  on	  the	  
wrong	  track?"

•	  "Congress	  is	  dysfunctional	  due	  to	  
Republican	  obstructionism,	  but	  the	  
economy	  is	  recovering	  despite	  
misplaced	  attention	  to	  deficit	  reduction.	  
Obamacare	  will	  free	  many	  Americans	  
from	  job	  lock,	  financial	  stresses	  the	  
health	  care	  system	  is	  moving	  toward	  
improving	  quality	  and	  safety	  and	  cost	  
trends	  are	  improving.	  We	  remain	  a	  
nation	  of	  laws,	  respectful	  of	  property	  
rights	  and	  individual	  liberties."	  

•	  "The	  nation	  could	  be	  better.	  We	  
should	  be	  a	  world	  leader	  in	  democracy,	  
education	  and	  honoring	  diversity.	  
People	  living	  in	  America	  should	  have	  
access	  to	  universal	  pre-‐k	  and	  health	  
care.	  America	  should	  pass	  a	  real	  and	  
just	  immigration	  law	  that	  provides	  
valid	  path	  to	  citizenship,	  and,	  workers	  
should	  be	  paid	  their	  worth.	  Voters	  
should	  be	  able	  to	  vote	  and	  have	  their	  
vote	  count.	  The	  nation	  has	  a	  long	  way	  to	  
go."	  

•	  "I	  think	  we	  started	  to	  head	  in	  the	  right	  
direction,	  but	  as	  these	  issues	  start	  to	  
surface,	  e.g.,	  Benghazi,	  NSA	  wire	  
tapping,	  Fast	  and	  Furious,	  Syrian	  rebels	  
support,	  the	  real	  test	  is	  going	  to	  be	  if	  
we,	  as	  a	  country	  and	  through	  proper	  
leadership	  from	  BOTH	  sides,	  can	  get	  us	  
through	  into	  better	  times."	  

•	  "Who	  in	  their	  right	  mind	  would	  
answer	  'right	  track'?"	  

•	  "From	  a	  market	  perspective,	  it	  seems	  
our	  economy	  is	  rocking-‐and-‐rolling.	  
However,	  it	  seems	  the	  middle-‐class	  is	  

struggling	  to	  remain	  in	  the	  middle.	  
Something	  will	  have	  to	  give."	  

•	  "Big	  pluses:	  Iraq	  and	  Afghanistan	  
wars	  ending,	  anti-‐terror	  strategies	  
working,	  economy	  moving	  along.	  Big	  
minuses:	  federal	  government	  spying	  on	  
journalists	  and	  citizens,	  drumbeat	  for	  
war	  in	  Syria."	  

•	  "Corruption	  is	  obvious,	  but	  foreign	  
policy	  is	  just	  as	  bad.	  Americans	  should	  
be	  aware	  of	  how	  close	  we	  are	  to	  losing	  
our	  super	  power	  status	  because	  of	  
Obama's	  policies	  undermining	  our	  
military	  readiness."	  

•	  "We	  have	  way	  too	  much	  
governmental	  intervention	  and	  social	  
engineering	  at	  every	  level	  of	  
government.	  And	  regulatory	  
uncertainty	  is	  keeping	  capital	  on	  the	  
sidelines.	  It	  may	  sound	  too	  simple	  but	  
Capitalism	  is	  simple."	  

•	  "Voter	  participation	  says	  it	  all.	  The	  
American	  public	  is	  NOT	  engaged."	  

•	  "Increased	  concentration	  of	  wealth	  
and	  income	  leads	  to	  increased	  
concentration	  of	  power,	  which	  leads	  to	  
increased	  concentration	  of	  wealth	  and	  
income..."	  

•	  "IRS	  engaged	  in	  political	  targeting;	  
DOJ	  spying	  on	  the	  AP,	  Fox	  news,	  CBS,	  
and	  others;	  allegations	  of	  a	  cover	  up	  in	  
Benghazi	  (let	  the	  sunshine	  in	  to	  dispel	  
the	  allegations);	  DOJ	  spying	  on	  6mm	  
Americans	  (not	  just	  terrorists)	  via	  
phone	  records	  and	  data;	  Snowden	  
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revealing	  secrets;	  WH	  sluggish	  on	  Syria;	  
flat	  economy-‐-‐no	  real	  job	  growth	  in	  
years....	  yeah,	  things	  are	  going	  well	  for	  
the	  country	  right	  now,	  huh?	  <end	  
sarcasm>"	  

•	  "Big	  time,	  but	  what's	  new?"	  

•	  "Under	  Obama,	  the	  government	  is	  
getting	  constantly	  bigger	  and	  the	  
private	  sector	  -‐-‐	  source	  of	  our	  economic	  
well-‐being	  -‐-‐	  is	  suffering"	  

•	  "Need	  to	  restore	  trust	  in	  leadership	  
and	  faith	  in	  the	  government	  to	  be	  a	  
protector	  of	  its	  citizenry."	  

•	  "If	  it	  were	  not	  for	  the	  ridiculous	  
partisan	  gridlock,	  I'd	  say	  'right	  
direction'."	  

•	  "Good	  morning,	  NSA!"	  

•	  "How	  much	  (more)	  socialism	  does	  
America	  need?"	  

•	  "The	  phone	  tapping	  of	  Associated	  
Press	  reporters	  is	  inexcusable..."	  

•	  "Liberal	  rule	  is	  never	  good	  because	  of	  
the	  elitism	  that	  is	  inherent	  in	  the	  

philosophy.	  Our	  current	  President	  and	  
his	  team	  truly	  believe	  that	  they	  know	  
better	  what	  is	  good	  for	  us	  than	  we	  do.	  
Specifically,	  the	  President's	  health	  care	  
reform	  will	  bankrupt	  us,	  destroy	  our	  
health	  care	  system	  and	  create	  the	  same	  
kind	  of	  culture	  of	  dependency	  that	  
keeps	  Europeans	  sluggish	  and	  
unproductive.	  What	  is	  worrisome	  is	  
that,	  even	  after	  we	  learn	  that	  Obama	  
has	  used	  government	  power	  to	  spy	  on	  
his	  enemies,	  half	  the	  country	  still	  
supports	  him."	  

•	  "Into	  the	  future	  is	  always	  in	  the	  right	  
direction."	  

•	  "Spending	  way	  too	  much	  money...at	  
some	  point	  in	  time,	  going	  to	  have	  to	  pay	  
the	  Chinese	  piper."	  

•	  "Anemic	  growth,	  Out	  of	  control	  gov't,	  
Scandals	  everywhere,	  No	  foreign	  
policy"	  

•	  "But	  this	  has	  less	  to	  do	  with	  national	  
policy	  and	  more	  to	  do	  with	  economics"	  

•	  "I	  am	  more	  proud	  of	  being	  a	  Texan	  
than	  an	  American	  these	  days."

	  

Thinking	  about	  the	  state,	  do	  you	  think	  that	  things	  are	  headed	  in	  the	  
right	  direction,	  or	  do	  you	  think	  that	  things	  are	  headed	  off	  on	  the	  
wrong	  track?

•	  "Despite	  the	  choke	  hold	  that	  the	  far	  
right	  has	  on	  the	  Republican	  party,	  there	  
was	  some	  willingness	  to	  tackle	  big	  
issues	  in	  the	  regular	  session,	  an	  
encouraging	  sign.	  Geology	  (oil	  and	  gas),	  
Geography	  (ports,	  a	  mid	  country	  
location),	  culture	  (Barbeque	  and	  the	  
Texas	  mystique),	  strong	  public	  

universities,	  cheap	  land	  and	  labor	  
(including	  undocumented)	  will	  push	  
Texas	  growth,	  despite	  the	  myopia	  of	  
most	  legislators	  and	  state	  leaders."	  

•	  "If	  you	  were	  to	  ask	  me	  that	  question	  
in	  2011,	  I	  would	  have	  said	  on	  the	  wrong	  
track.	  I've	  seen	  us	  bounce	  back	  from	  
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some	  serious	  budget	  issues,	  criticism	  
aside	  as	  to	  how	  we	  balanced	  the	  budget,	  
but	  I	  think	  the	  state	  as	  a	  whole	  pitched	  
in	  and	  is	  helping	  us	  get	  to	  better	  and	  
higher	  ground."	  

•	  "Ever	  increasing	  polarization,	  even	  (or	  
perhaps	  especially)	  within	  the	  
Republican	  Party	  threatens	  practical	  
solutions	  that	  Texans	  care	  about.	  Straus	  
seems	  to	  be	  the	  only	  state	  leader	  tuned	  
into	  meeting	  real	  needs	  of	  Texans-‐-‐
education,	  transportation,	  water."	  

•	  "Continuing	  recovery	  economically,	  
move	  civil	  political	  discourse,	  
addressing	  some	  infrastructure	  needs	  
are	  steps	  forward;	  but	  there	  remain	  
large	  holes	  in	  the	  fabric."	  

•	  "Lack	  of	  vision	  from	  state	  leaders	  is	  
putting	  Texas'	  future	  at	  risk.	  
Infrastructure,	  education,	  health	  are	  
examples"	  

•	  "As	  a	  conservative,	  I	  am	  obligated	  to	  
say	  we	  are	  moving	  in	  the	  right	  track.	  
But,	  unless	  our	  state	  fixes	  public	  
education,	  our	  infrastructure,	  and	  our	  
water	  issues,	  we	  are	  headed	  to	  a	  rude	  
awakening."	  

•	  "Thanks	  to	  oil	  and	  gas	  activity."	  

•	  "Leadership	  should	  have	  reined	  in	  the	  
budget	  to	  safeguard	  our	  future	  
wellness."	  

•	  "Texas	  is	  heading	  in	  the	  right	  
direction,	  but	  we	  need	  to	  address	  the	  
serious	  issue	  of	  public	  education,	  
transportation	  and	  water	  funding	  head	  
on.	  The	  advice	  my	  banker	  gives	  all	  of	  
his	  clients,	  come	  to	  me	  for	  a	  loan	  when	  
you	  have	  money,	  not	  when	  you	  are	  flat	  
broke."	  

•	  "Texas	  is	  weaning	  itself	  off	  of	  
dedicated	  funds	  and,	  hopefully,	  using	  
the	  RDF	  for	  its	  intended	  purposes.	  Of	  
course,	  forcing	  the	  water	  fund	  creation	  
onto	  the	  voters	  is	  a	  dereliction	  of	  duty	  
but	  that	  was	  the	  only	  way	  to	  get	  it	  
passed,	  so	  here	  we	  are..."	  

•	  "Strong	  economy	  but	  there	  are	  
problems	  looming	  on	  the	  horizon!	  
Danger	  Will	  Robinson!"	  

•	  "Impoverishing	  public	  education	  and	  
building	  an	  economy	  based	  on	  natural	  
resources	  and	  low-‐wage	  service	  jobs	  is	  
no	  way	  to	  prepare	  for	  competition	  in	  a	  
technologically	  advanced	  world."	  

•	  "We	  must	  be	  doing	  something	  right:	  
budget	  surplus,	  plenty	  of	  jobs	  to	  go	  
around,	  record	  legal	  immigration	  (from	  
other	  states),	  Spurs	  are	  kicking	  ass	  
(*knock	  on	  wood*).	  Would	  you	  rather	  
be	  in	  Ohio	  or	  Michigan?"	  

•	  "Seemingly	  ok,	  but	  not	  addressing	  big	  
ticket	  items	  that	  we	  need	  to	  sustain	  the	  
state	  through	  difficult	  economic	  times	  
and	  during	  major	  growth	  time..."	  

•	  "Not	  so	  good,	  but	  better	  than	  most"	  

•	  "Really	  some	  of	  both.	  We	  are	  doing	  
better	  than	  most	  of	  the	  country	  but	  can	  
do	  so	  much	  better	  if	  we	  implemented	  
constructive	  conservative	  solutions."	  

•	  "Low	  taxes,	  small	  government,	  light	  
regulatory	  footprint,	  right-‐to-‐work	  -‐-‐	  
Texas	  has	  the	  policy	  prescription	  that	  
the	  nation	  should	  follow"	  

•	  "Need	  to	  stop	  playing	  politics	  (suing	  
feds)	  and	  start	  solving	  problems."	  
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•	  "Despite	  the	  best	  efforts	  of	  many	  at	  
the	  Capitol,	  the	  forces	  of	  1950	  remain	  
strong."	  

•	  "Acknowledgment	  of	  deep	  hole	  we're	  
in	  re	  infrastructure	  a	  start-‐-‐health	  care	  
a	  gaping	  hole,	  at	  least	  they're	  talking	  
about	  water,	  energy,	  roads/bridges,	  
and	  pub	  ed"	  

•	  "With	  a	  surplus	  in	  the	  bank,	  the	  
people	  of	  Texas	  have	  to	  beg	  for	  water,	  
roads,	  education,	  and	  health	  care.	  We	  
say	  Texas	  can	  take	  care	  of	  Texans,	  but	  
we	  do	  nothing	  for	  West,	  Texas,	  but	  fuss	  
at	  the	  federal	  government."	  

•	  "When	  Tea	  Party	  influence	  ceases,	  
Texas	  will	  be	  back	  on	  the	  right	  track."	  

•	  "Legislatively,	  it	  all	  works	  out	  in	  the	  
end	  because	  of	  the	  moderate	  left	  and	  
right.	  From	  a	  business	  climate,	  if	  Texas	  
didn't	  have	  oil	  and	  natural	  gas,	  or	  
innovative	  research	  and	  development	  
in	  medicine,	  we'd	  be	  just	  like	  everyone	  
else.	  It's	  not	  the	  100-‐degree	  heat	  and	  
humidity	  that	  compels	  so	  much	  
investment..."	  

•	  "But	  the	  wheels	  can	  come	  off	  quickly	  
unless	  we	  get	  some	  new	  leadership	  at	  
the	  top	  of	  the	  GOP	  ticket."	  

•	  "As	  long	  as	  Rick	  Perry	  is	  attempting	  to	  
make	  a	  national	  name	  for	  himself	  (the	  
run	  for	  President	  is	  a	  prelude	  to	  getting	  
a	  good	  paying	  TV	  gig,	  book	  deal,	  lecture	  
money)	  and	  the	  republicans	  in	  charge	  
of	  the	  state	  are	  all	  jockeying	  for	  better	  
jobs	  the	  state	  will	  be	  headed	  down	  a	  
path	  to	  CRAZY,	  right-‐wing	  policies	  
which	  do	  nothing	  but	  hurt	  the	  least	  
among	  us	  and	  continue	  to	  make	  Texas	  

(and	  Texans)	  look	  like	  a	  bunch	  of	  
inbred-‐Jeds!"	  

•	  "The	  Legislature	  took	  a	  step	  in	  the	  
right	  direction	  by	  trying	  to	  address	  the	  
need	  for	  water	  infrastructure.	  Now,	  if	  
the	  voting	  public	  approves	  the	  use	  of	  
the	  Economic	  Stabilization	  Fund	  to	  pay	  
for	  sorely	  needed	  water	  infrastructure,	  
I'll	  say	  it's	  a	  beginning.	  
Transportation????	  It's	  an	  'investment,'	  
people.	  To	  neglect	  it	  will	  result	  in	  the	  
deterioration	  of	  our	  state's	  economic	  
base,	  quality	  of	  life.	  Oh,	  and	  it	  just	  gets	  
more	  expensive	  to	  fix."	  

•	  "It	  would	  be	  helpful	  if	  state	  leadership	  
wasn't	  so	  insulated,	  wasting	  far	  too	  
much	  time	  bloviating	  about	  social	  
issues.	  Still,	  our	  government	  spending	  is	  
in	  check,	  we	  are	  slowing	  giving	  our	  
educational	  system	  a	  chance	  to	  succeed	  
and	  we	  remain	  the	  job	  creating	  engine	  
for	  the	  entire	  country."	  

•	  "We're	  heading	  in	  the	  right	  direction	  
because	  Rick	  Perry	  can't	  live	  forever.	  
Eventually,	  Dear	  Leader	  must	  go	  to	  the	  
rental	  mansion	  in	  the	  sky."	  

•	  "Too	  much	  focus	  on	  things	  that	  make	  
no	  difference	  to	  the	  average	  Texan."	  

•	  "In	  the	  short	  term,	  the	  state	  is	  doing	  
fairly	  well	  relative	  to	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  
country.	  But	  we	  face	  a	  time	  bomb	  long	  
term,	  with	  the	  lack	  of	  educational	  
attainment	  and	  growing	  underclass."	  

•	  "'Solid	  growth,	  Predictable	  gov't"	  

•	  "Right	  direction	  only	  because	  we	  have	  
oil	  &	  gas	  activity.	  Absent	  that,	  we're	  still	  
in	  a	  recession."
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Would	  you	  say	  that	  the	  quality	  of	  public	  education	  in	  Texas	  is:

•	  "Although	  progress	  was	  being	  made	  
through	  2011,	  lots	  of	  damage	  has	  
occurred	  since	  then."	  

•	  "Too	  many	  children	  face	  poverty	  and	  
chaotic	  family	  lives	  in	  their	  formative	  
years,	  and	  the	  testing	  industry	  is	  
consuming	  too	  much	  school	  time	  and	  
resources.	  Despite	  these	  challenges,	  
public	  education	  does	  better	  than	  one	  
should	  expect."	  

•	  "I	  think	  the	  quality	  of	  education	  is	  
good,	  but	  it	  can	  be	  better	  and	  that	  is	  
going	  to	  take	  all	  of	  us	  to	  make	  it	  
happen."	  

•	  "Even	  if	  the	  education	  being	  delivered	  
is	  superior,	  there	  are	  too	  many	  
distractions	  from	  kids	  or	  faculty	  who	  
lack	  a	  moral	  compass."	  

•	  "Saying	  they	  are	  good	  doesn't	  mean	  
there	  is	  not	  lots	  of	  room	  to	  improve.	  But	  
improvement	  has	  to	  be	  based	  on	  
building	  capacity	  in	  public	  schools	  to	  
serve	  5+	  million	  students-‐-‐using	  the	  
accountability	  system	  to	  determine	  
where	  improvement	  needs	  to	  be	  made	  
instead	  of	  'the	  beatings	  will	  continue	  
until	  moral	  improves.'"	  

•	  "Our	  state	  should	  care	  as	  much	  for	  
educating	  the	  poor	  as	  we	  care	  about	  
corporate	  subsidies	  to	  bring	  in	  new	  
business.	  We	  can't	  have	  one	  without	  the	  
other."	  

•	  "Not	  good	  enough"	  

•	  "Good	  teachers	  are	  quitting	  citing	  the	  
change	  in	  education	  from	  imparting	  
facts	  to	  crowd	  control."	  

•	  "The	  entire	  system	  needs	  to	  be	  
revamped	  including	  the	  SBOE	  process."	  

•	  "Next	  session,	  let's	  tell	  the	  teachers'	  
lobby	  that	  there	  are	  free	  donuts	  and	  
Winstons	  over	  in	  Pease	  Park	  so	  maybe	  
they	  won't	  be	  in	  the	  Capitol	  telling	  
everyone	  how	  the	  success	  of	  society's	  
children	  depends	  on	  their	  next	  raise."	  

•	  "Rote	  learning	  won't	  get	  our	  kids	  
through	  a	  century	  dominated	  by	  rapid	  
technological	  change."	  

•	  "We	  won't	  really	  know	  anymore	  
thanks	  to	  HB	  5.	  Soccer	  moms	  have	  
made	  sure	  everyone	  now	  gets	  a	  
diploma...	  er,	  ribbon.	  (And	  now	  will	  
move	  to	  get	  only	  healthy	  snacks	  served	  
at	  all	  commencements.)"	  

•	  "We	  already	  spend	  a	  boat	  load	  and	  in	  
many	  cases	  still	  get	  crappy	  results.	  
When	  will	  we	  learn	  that	  more	  money	  
does	  not	  solve	  the	  problem.	  Look	  at	  
HISD.	  Cesspool	  corrupt	  and	  total	  failure.	  
And	  they	  want	  more	  money.	  
REALY????"	  

•	  "Generally	  depends	  on	  whether	  you're	  
in	  a	  suburban	  school	  district	  (then	  it's	  
to	  Good	  to	  Excellent),	  rural	  school	  
district	  (depends,	  but	  generally	  Good),	  
or	  an	  urban	  school	  district	  (Not	  Very	  
Good).	  It	  really	  depends	  on	  where	  the	  
parents	  can	  afford	  to	  live."	  

•	  "But	  should	  be	  better."	  

•	  "It's	  far	  better	  than	  average	  for	  the	  
U.S.,	  even	  though	  funding	  has	  been	  
below	  average.	  Anglos,	  Hispanics,	  
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blacks	  all	  get	  a	  better	  education	  here	  
than	  in	  most	  places."	  

•	  "Not	  universally	  -‐	  huge	  performance	  
gaps	  between	  districts	  and	  individual	  
schools."	  

•	  "There	  are	  pockets	  of	  excellence	  in	  
Texas	  public	  schools,	  but	  also	  larger	  
pockets	  that	  are	  terrible."	  

•	  "No	  objective	  person	  can	  look	  at	  our	  
dropout	  rate,	  literacy	  rate,	  and	  juvenile	  
crime	  rate	  and	  claim	  the	  quality	  is	  
good."	  

•	  "While	  restoration	  of	  some	  cuts	  was	  
helpful,	  the	  Justices	  of	  the	  Texas	  
Supreme	  Court	  will	  look	  like	  partisan	  
hacks	  if	  they	  don't	  demand	  action	  in	  
school	  finance."	  

•	  "Raise	  your	  hand	  if	  you	  think	  Texas	  
school	  children	  can	  compete	  with	  kids	  
in	  South	  Korea,	  Finland,	  or	  Canada?"	  

•	  "We	  decry	  the	  exploding	  expense	  of	  
health	  care,	  and	  make	  damn	  sure	  not	  to	  
take	  federal	  dollars	  for	  it	  but	  we	  say	  
nary	  a	  word	  about	  the	  cost	  of	  K-‐12	  
education.	  We	  know	  what	  we	  spend,	  
but	  haven't	  a	  clue	  about	  what	  it	  really	  
costs.	  Too	  big	  to	  fail	  -‐	  no	  but	  its	  too	  big	  
to	  fix!"	  

•	  "When	  'remedial'	  and	  'basic'	  English	  
grammar	  are	  offered	  as	  college	  courses	  
we	  are	  NOT	  doing	  our	  job	  of	  educating	  
students.	  When	  the	  largest	  percentage	  
of	  students	  in	  4th	  grade	  cannot	  
recognize	  basic	  sight	  words,	  we	  are	  
NOT	  educating	  students."	  

•	  "There	  are	  exceptions,	  but	  still,	  there	  
are	  far	  too	  many	  
principals/administrators	  just	  trying	  to	  

cover	  their	  rears	  instead	  of	  doing	  
what's	  right	  for	  students.	  Classroom	  
teachers	  are	  too	  burdened	  with	  
discipline	  issues.	  And	  far	  too	  many	  
parents	  aren't	  parenting	  and	  aren't	  
involved	  enough	  in	  their	  children's	  
lives."	  

•	  "The	  Teachers	  Unions,	  who	  proved	  
they	  control	  the	  Legislature	  in	  the	  most	  
recent	  session,	  are	  not	  interested	  in	  
quality	  education.	  They	  are	  only	  
interested	  in	  themselves.	  Why	  else	  
would	  they	  try	  to	  block	  an	  increase	  in	  
Charter	  Schools	  -‐-‐	  (we	  don't	  mind	  
having	  a	  few	  exemplary	  schools,	  we	  just	  
don't	  want	  a	  lot	  of	  them).	  Public	  
education	  will	  never	  succeed	  in	  Texas	  
until	  that	  union	  is	  busted."	  

•	  "The	  answer	  to	  this	  question,	  
unfortunately,	  is	  it	  depends	  which	  
school	  district	  you	  are	  in.	  Some	  are	  
beyond	  excellent	  and	  some	  are	  
terrible."	  

•	  "The	  curriculum	  is	  tough,	  but	  the	  tests	  
take	  took	  much	  time	  away	  from	  
instruction.	  The	  conflation	  by	  the	  
powers-‐that-‐be	  of	  testing	  with	  rigor	  is	  
our	  biggest	  problem	  outside	  of	  
endemically	  unconstitutional	  
underfunding."	  

•	  "The	  excessive	  $	  devoted	  over	  the	  
past	  25+	  years	  to	  overstaffed	  
administration,	  new	  buildings,	  sports	  &	  
entertainment	  facilities,	  along	  with	  lack	  
of	  parental	  involvement	  or	  care	  have	  
taken	  there	  toll.	  We	  have	  been,	  &	  will	  
continue,	  on	  a	  downward	  spiral	  until	  
such	  time	  as	  the	  populace	  demands	  
classroom	  excellence	  and	  is	  willing	  to	  
pay	  for	  the	  same.	  The	  caring	  parents,	  
for	  the	  most	  part,	  have	  fled	  to	  home	  
schooling	  &	  private	  institutions	  already	  
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as	  they	  wish	  to	  have	  real	  learning	  as	  
opposed	  to	  'study	  to	  the	  exam'	  and	  then	  
wasted	  classroom	  hours	  approach."	  

•	  "Elementary	  education	  is	  excellent;	  
secondary	  not	  so	  much"	  

•	  "Good	  and	  getting	  better	  after	  we	  
implement	  some	  of	  this	  Session's	  
changes."	  

•	  "School	  choice	  would	  help	  
tremendously"	  

•	  "With	  the	  caveat	  that	  it	  depends	  
where	  you	  are	  located"	  

•	  "Depends	  where	  you	  live."	  

•	  "The	  problem	  is	  that	  it's	  good,	  but	  the	  
future	  is	  so	  murky.	  With	  two	  small	  
children	  currently	  enrolled	  in	  what	  are	  
thought	  to	  be	  a	  'good	  suburban/rural	  
school	  district,'	  I	  can't	  escape	  the	  
thought	  that	  before	  it's	  all	  said	  and	  
done	  we	  might	  have	  them	  enrolled	  in	  
private	  school.	  Standardized	  testing	  
dominates	  the	  instruction	  day	  and	  the	  
school	  calendar	  to	  an	  extent	  that	  I	  
question	  whether	  'mastery	  of	  essential	  
elements'	  is	  anywhere	  close	  to	  
'educated.'"	  

•	  "I	  went	  to	  public	  school	  and	  became	  a	  
lobbyist.	  I	  sure	  hope	  education	  has	  
improved	  since	  the	  days	  when	  I	  was	  
there."

	  

Do	  you	  think	  that	  public	  high	  schools	  in	  Texas	  should	  have	  course	  
and	  graduation	  requirements	  that	  encourage	  all	  students	  to	  attend	  
college?

•	  "This	  issue	  reminds	  me	  of	  the	  'format	  
wars'	  between	  Betamax	  and	  VHS.	  The	  
state	  is	  like	  the	  Sony	  Corp.	  selling	  one	  
product	  by	  one	  manufacture,	  and	  to	  
some	  it	  may	  appear	  to	  be	  'superior'	  but	  
not	  as	  reliable,	  functional	  and	  versatile	  
as	  what	  the	  consumers	  (students)	  want	  
out	  of	  secondary	  and	  post-‐secondary	  
education."	  

•	  "But	  a	  minimum	  of	  2yrs	  post	  high	  
school	  should	  be	  required"	  

•	  "There	  are	  many	  competent	  
professions	  that	  do	  not	  require	  a	  
college	  degree,	  but	  are	  just	  as	  
technologically	  demanding	  e.g.	  have	  
you	  looked	  under	  the	  hood	  of	  a	  car	  
lately	  and	  the	  technology	  required	  to	  
make	  it	  function?"	  

•	  "Kids,	  especially	  at	  that	  age,	  deserve	  
encouragement	  to	  find	  a	  way	  to	  make	  
money	  doing	  what	  they	  enjoy.	  For	  
some,	  that	  will	  require	  higher	  education	  
and	  for	  others	  it	  just	  means	  developing	  
a	  hobby	  such	  as	  car	  maintenance,	  
woodworking,	  performing	  arts,	  etc.	  
And,	  by	  forcing	  kids	  into	  college	  who	  
have	  no	  interest,	  you	  decrease	  the	  cost	  
of	  Higher	  Ed	  for	  those	  who	  do	  want	  to	  
attend."	  

•	  "Not	  all	  students	  need	  or	  want	  to	  
attend	  college"	  

•	  "But	  we	  can	  do	  this	  with	  multiple	  
pathways	  a	  la	  HB	  5.	  Saying	  we	  should	  
try	  to	  prepare	  all	  students	  for	  
postsecondary	  education	  doesn't	  mean	  
we	  should	  try	  to	  cram	  them	  into	  a	  one-‐
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size-‐fits-‐all	  approach.	  The	  reductionist	  
thinking	  of	  critics	  of	  HB	  5	  reduces	  
everything	  to	  Algebra	  II-‐-‐simplistic	  
thinking	  for	  a	  complex	  topic."	  

•	  "It	  is	  not	  a	  question	  of	  'prepare	  for	  
college.'	  it	  is	  preparation	  for	  life.	  We	  
should	  have	  vocational	  alternatives	  but	  
those	  folks	  also	  need	  a	  good	  basic	  
education."	  

•	  "Yes,	  as	  long	  as	  we	  also	  focus	  on	  a	  
career	  training	  curriculum	  for	  those	  
inclined	  not	  to	  go	  to	  college."	  

•	  "AND,	  they	  should	  have	  course	  and	  
graduation	  requirements	  for	  those	  who	  
can't	  do	  college	  prep.	  They	  should	  
integrate	  both."	  

•	  "If	  every	  student	  received	  an	  adequate	  
education	  in	  K-‐12,	  then	  he/she	  can	  
choose	  for	  themselves.	  That's	  public	  
education's	  responsibility-‐-‐it	  is	  NOT	  to	  
decide	  for	  the	  students."	  

•	  "Take	  this	  fact	  for	  example:	  Out	  of	  the	  
11	  DISD	  high	  schools	  in	  southern	  
Dallas,	  there	  are	  only	  27	  students	  
currently	  enrolled	  in	  a	  4	  year	  college.	  
Getting	  all	  students	  to	  enroll	  in	  a	  four	  
year	  college	  is	  a	  pipe	  dream,	  but	  getting	  
them	  prepared	  for	  life	  after	  high	  school	  
graduation	  is	  a	  must."	  

•	  "A	  high	  school	  diploma	  won't	  get	  you	  
very	  far	  in	  the	  21st	  Century	  economy.	  
You	  can	  always	  decide	  not	  to	  get	  more	  
education,	  even	  if	  you	  have	  the	  
preparation,	  but	  you	  cant	  decide	  to	  get	  
more	  education	  if	  you	  don't	  have	  the	  
preparation."	  

•	  "Why	  is	  it	  that	  the	  'college	  isn't	  for	  
every	  kid'	  line	  comes	  mostly	  from	  white	  
males	  in	  the	  Legislature,	  

superintendents	  (more	  white	  males)	  
who	  don't	  really	  want	  to	  be	  held	  
accountable	  for	  educating	  
minority/low-‐income	  kids,	  and	  soccer	  
moms	  from	  the	  suburbs?"	  

•	  "I	  do	  think	  the	  requirements	  should	  
give	  them	  a	  solid	  base	  for	  being	  
prepared	  for	  life.	  Right	  now,	  it	  does	  
not."	  

•	  "When	  do	  we	  quit	  talking	  this	  to	  death	  
and	  move	  forward	  with	  the	  mind	  set	  
that	  not	  all	  people	  should	  go	  to	  college.	  
And	  face	  the	  reality	  that	  we	  need	  skilled	  
workers.	  Hell	  if	  my	  kid	  wanted	  to	  be	  a	  
chef	  or	  a	  mechanic	  they	  are	  likely	  to	  
owe	  less	  or	  nothing	  when	  done	  with	  
their	  education	  and	  have	  a	  better	  
chance	  of	  getting	  a	  job.	  We	  might	  also	  
eliminate	  worthless	  degrees	  like	  gender	  
studies	  and	  such	  nonsense"	  

•	  "To	  quote	  the	  late	  Judge	  Smails,	  'The	  
world	  needs	  ditch	  diggers	  too.'	  Texas	  
high	  school	  students	  have	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  take	  those	  classes.	  If	  
they	  want	  to	  do	  so,	  fine.	  If	  they	  don't,	  
we	  shouldn't	  force,	  er,	  encourage,	  them	  
to	  do	  so."	  

•	  "Presuming	  'college'	  includes	  
community	  colleges	  where	  trades	  can	  
be	  learned."	  

•	  "All	  brains	  are	  not	  created	  equal!"	  

•	  "Encourage,	  yes,	  but	  it	  should	  not	  be	  
something	  that	  is	  set	  out	  as	  a	  gold	  
standard,	  but	  as	  a	  valuable	  option	  to	  
consider	  if	  it	  makes	  sense.	  I	  mean	  if	  you	  
can	  become	  the	  most	  famous	  person	  in	  
America	  right	  now	  with	  only	  a	  GED	  and	  
a	  security	  clearance,	  who	  knows?"	  
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•	  "All	  students	  should	  be	  encouraged	  to	  
achieve	  as	  much	  as	  they	  can	  and	  want	  
to.	  This	  means,	  however,	  that	  there	  also	  
need	  to	  be	  course	  and	  graduation	  
options	  for	  students	  who	  don't	  want	  to	  
attend	  college	  or	  for	  whom	  that	  is	  
realistically	  not	  an	  option."	  

•	  "‘Encourage’	  is	  the	  operative	  word.	  
Schools	  should	  also	  have	  alternatives	  
for	  those	  who	  will	  not	  be	  college	  
bound"	  

•	  "What	  public	  education	  should	  do	  is	  
prepare	  students	  to	  compete	  in	  the	  new	  
economy.	  Sucker	  berg,	  et	  al.,	  show	  that	  
you	  do	  not	  need	  a	  college	  degree	  to	  
succeed	  but	  you	  do	  need	  a	  baseline	  of	  
relevant	  knowledge	  and	  a	  support	  
network."	  

•	  "Not	  everyone	  wants	  to	  go	  to	  college.	  
We	  should	  invest	  more	  in	  tech	  and	  
vocational	  schools"	  

•	  "College	  is	  not	  for	  all	  and	  many	  trades	  
are	  very	  valuable	  for	  our	  economy"	  

•	  "This	  is	  a	  ridiculous	  idea.	  College	  is	  
not	  for	  everyone."	  

•	  "Some	  need	  to	  be	  encouraged	  toward	  
vocational	  education	  and	  trades."	  

•	  "The	  default	  should	  tilt	  towards	  
college	  readiness,	  but	  we	  should	  stop	  
the	  current	  practice	  of	  'encouraging'	  
kids	  to	  drop	  out	  of	  high	  school	  if	  they	  
are	  not	  suited	  for	  college."	  

•	  "College,	  no.	  Higher	  education,	  yes.	  Be	  
it	  college	  or	  technical	  school,	  there	  
should	  be	  a	  track	  to	  encourage	  higher	  
education	  beyond	  high	  school."	  

•	  "Agree	  w/	  Pauken"	  

•	  "Half	  the	  students	  are	  below	  average.	  
That's	  math.	  College	  is	  not	  for	  everyone	  
and	  it	  is	  elitist	  to	  have	  created	  a	  system	  
that	  forces	  those	  who	  cannot	  pursue	  a	  
college	  path	  to	  acknowledge	  failure	  
before	  the	  student	  can	  take	  a	  less	  
rigorous	  path	  (the	  system	  that	  was	  
changed).	  Success	  is	  different	  for	  
different	  individuals,	  and	  the	  public	  
education	  system	  should	  serve	  all	  
students	  and	  give	  all	  students	  a	  path	  to	  
success."	  

•	  "No,	  our	  graduation	  requirements	  
should	  recognize	  that	  some	  students	  
may	  pursue	  careers	  outside	  of	  the	  
college	  track.	  But	  the	  requirements	  for	  
either	  track	  should	  be	  rigorous.	  The	  
number	  of	  tests	  and	  the	  rigor	  of	  the	  
curriculum	  are	  two	  different	  things;	  
they	  should	  not	  be	  conflated."	  

•	  "There	  should	  be	  three	  tracks	  -‐	  
College	  Prep,	  Academic	  and	  
Foundations/Vocational.	  Each	  should	  
have	  a	  student	  ready	  to	  attend	  a	  
community	  college,	  but	  those	  in	  the	  
Foundations/Vocational	  should	  
graduate	  from	  High	  School	  with	  a	  
diploma	  which	  will	  garner	  them	  a	  job	  or	  
give	  them	  a	  skill!	  What	  happened	  to	  
welding,	  drafting,	  auto	  shop?"	  

•	  "To	  be	  able	  to	  attend	  and	  succeed	  
because	  60	  percent	  of	  the	  jobs	  being	  
created	  require	  some	  post	  secondary	  
education"	  

•	  "Although	  there	  should	  be	  a	  strong	  
vocational	  training	  alternative	  for	  those	  
who	  are	  not	  suitable	  for	  college."	  

•	  "It	  should	  encourage	  college	  as	  next	  
step.	  If	  they	  choose	  vocational	  school	  
instead,	  at	  least	  it	  is	  expected	  that	  they	  
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do	  SOMETHING	  to	  educate	  for	  future	  
employment."	  

•	  "If	  everyone	  goes	  to	  college,	  we'll	  have	  
to	  redefine	  college.	  Not	  everyone	  can	  be	  
a	  white	  collar	  worker."	  

•	  "Do	  that	  if	  you	  want	  to	  encourage	  
dropouts	  and	  a	  host	  of	  young	  people	  
totally	  unprepared	  to	  join	  the	  
workforce."	  

•	  "Every	  kid	  should	  be	  equipped	  to	  
succeed	  in	  life	  -‐-‐	  ready	  for	  college	  or	  
ready	  for	  the	  workplace.	  It's	  doesn't	  
require	  a	  GED	  to	  figure	  out	  that	  not	  
every	  kid	  is	  going	  to	  college.	  Heck,	  if	  
they	  did,	  it	  would	  cripple	  our	  economy.	  
Let	  parents	  and	  kids	  figure	  out	  their	  
course,	  and	  let	  them	  follow	  it."	  

•	  "Not	  all	  kids	  want/need	  to	  attend	  
college.	  We	  should	  have	  a	  public	  school	  
system	  that	  looks	  at	  training	  our	  kids	  to	  
meet	  the	  needs	  of	  our	  state."	  

•	  "It	  is	  not	  realistic	  to	  expect	  every	  
student	  to	  attend	  college.	  We	  need	  
increased	  vocational	  options	  to	  prepare	  
students	  for	  the	  workforce,	  in	  addition	  
to	  college."	  

•	  "However,	  the	  new	  changes	  are	  
moving	  in	  a	  direction	  to	  give	  students	  
more	  flexibility	  in	  terms	  of	  post-‐high	  
school"	  

•	  "Absolutely	  NOT!	  Not	  everyone	  needs	  
to	  go	  to	  college,	  there,	  I	  said	  it."	  

•	  "The	  world	  needs	  a	  ditch	  digger."	  

•	  "I	  would	  say	  support	  rather	  than	  
encourage."	  

•	  "College	  isn't	  for	  everyone.	  If	  you	  
don't	  believe	  that,	  go	  talk	  to	  the	  folks	  in	  
the	  Eagle	  Ford	  or	  the	  Permian	  Basin	  
who	  are	  making	  six	  figures	  driving	  
trucks."

	  

Would	  you	  support	  or	  oppose	  prohibiting	  elected	  officials	  from	  
receiving	  public	  pensions	  what	  they	  are	  still	  collecting	  a	  state	  
paycheck?

•	  "The	  public	  pension	  system	  needs	  
review.	  Why	  should	  well-‐paid	  public	  
officials	  get	  guaranteed	  benefits	  now	  
that	  the	  private	  sector	  uses	  defined	  
contributions?	  A	  well	  paid	  public	  
official	  should	  get	  a	  401k	  like	  
Americans	  working	  in	  the	  private	  
sector	  and	  have	  the	  same	  choices	  about	  
accessing	  those	  savings."	  

•	  "There	  are	  many	  talented	  people	  in	  
state	  government	  who	  are	  working	  for	  
a	  fraction	  of	  their	  worth.	  If	  they	  can	  
'double	  dip'	  at	  the	  end	  of	  their	  career	  

from	  different	  agencies	  or	  branches	  of	  
government	  as	  an	  incentive	  to	  continue	  
their	  public	  service,	  that's	  an	  expense	  
the	  taxpayers	  should	  be	  willing	  to	  
accept."	  

•	  "Just	  not	  a	  critical	  issue	  in	  my	  mind..."	  

•	  "Not	  so	  much	  about	  receiving	  public	  
pensions;	  it	  is	  collecting	  the	  non	  
actuarial	  legislative	  retirement	  and	  
then	  moving	  to	  higher	  office."	  
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•	  "We	  have	  to	  stop	  double	  dipping.	  Most	  
importantly,	  we	  need	  to	  end	  the	  golden	  
parachutes	  for	  elected	  officials.	  I	  
proposed	  that	  an	  elected	  official's	  
pension	  be	  tied-‐up	  to	  the	  teachers'	  
retirement	  system	  I	  stead	  of	  the	  current	  
one	  associated	  with	  what	  a	  judge	  
makes."	  

•	  "They	  earned	  it....	  let	  them	  have	  it."	  

•	  "This	  would	  take	  care	  of	  the	  'term	  
limit'	  debate	  to	  eliminate	  double	  
dipping	  at	  taxpayer	  expense."	  

•	  "It	  will	  never	  happen,	  but	  I	  support	  it."	  

•	  "You	  cannot	  have	  your	  cake	  and	  eat	  it	  
too!"	  

•	  "I	  strongly	  support	  prohibiting	  state	  
elected	  officials	  from	  receiving	  a	  
pension	  without	  severing	  employment.	  
They	  should	  be	  subject	  to	  the	  same	  
laws	  and	  rules	  as	  other	  state	  
employees."	  

•	  "One	  check	  at	  a	  time"	  

•	  "This	  double-‐dipping	  should	  be	  
eliminated,	  but	  won't	  happen."	  

•	  "This	  isn't	  an	  issue	  limited	  to	  
legislators	  and	  statewide	  elected	  
officials	  (or	  even	  appointed	  officials).	  
Consequently,	  any	  prohibition	  should	  
be	  expanded	  to	  include	  staff	  as	  well.	  I	  
think	  you'd	  be	  surprised	  at	  the	  number	  
of	  career	  staffers	  who	  are	  currently	  
double-‐dipping."	  

•	  "Frankly,	  this	  position	  would	  
encourage	  many	  long-‐time	  elected	  
officials	  -‐	  mostly	  bad	  ones	  -‐	  to	  retire	  
sooner."	  

•	  "And	  state	  employees	  that	  are	  hired	  
back..."	  

•	  "No	  brainer"	  

•	  "It	  is	  double	  dipping	  and	  should	  not	  
be	  tolerated."	  

•	  "It	  should	  be	  banned	  unless	  all	  
workers	  are	  eligible.	  At	  the	  very	  least,	  
the	  public	  should	  know	  who	  is	  taking	  
advantage	  of	  this	  provision."	  

•	  "I	  would	  have	  answered	  'strongly	  
support'	  except	  that	  public	  pensions	  
might	  include	  completely	  unrelated	  
ones,	  such	  as	  those	  for	  military	  service.	  
I	  do,	  however,	  strongly	  support	  
prohibiting	  elected	  officials	  from	  
receiving	  pensions	  related	  to	  their	  
elected	  public	  service	  with	  the	  state	  of	  
Texas."	  

•	  "Elected	  officials	  shouldn't	  get	  to	  vote	  
on	  their	  own	  pension	  while	  they're	  
receiving	  it.	  It's	  called	  public	  service;	  
they	  are	  supposed	  to	  serve	  us,	  not	  the	  
other	  way	  around."	  

•	  "Depends	  on	  where	  the	  public	  
pension	  is	  coming	  from.	  I	  don't	  believe	  
state	  officials	  should	  receive	  their	  ERS	  
pension	  annuity	  while	  they're	  holding	  a	  
state	  office.	  Yet,	  if	  a	  former	  county	  
commissioner	  or	  former	  city	  employee,	  
for	  example,	  is	  receiving	  a	  TCDRS	  or	  
TMRS	  pension	  and	  then	  is	  elected	  to	  a	  
state	  office,	  I	  don't	  believe	  he/she	  
should	  have	  to	  give	  up	  that	  pension	  
annuity."	  

•	  "Pick	  an	  option...but	  don't	  do	  the	  
both."	  
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•	  "Just	  serve	  and	  then	  get	  your	  cushy	  
pension.	  If	  you	  want	  it,	  then	  give	  up	  

your	  office."	  

•	  "You	  didn't	  have	  a	  'who	  cares'	  option."
	  

Would	  you	  favor	  or	  oppose	  taking	  redistricting	  authority	  from	  the	  
legislature	  and	  the	  governor,	  giving	  it	  instead	  to	  an	  independent,	  
appointed	  commission?

•	  "It's	  already	  controlled	  by	  the	  courts	  
and	  that's	  worked	  out	  sooooo	  well.	  Give	  
it	  back	  to	  the	  lege	  and	  limit	  litigation.	  If	  
plaintiffs	  can't	  make	  their	  case	  by	  the	  
filing	  period,	  go	  with	  the	  legislative	  
maps."	  

•	  "Absolutely.	  We	  can't	  get	  beyond	  the	  
heightened	  polarization	  of	  current	  
politics	  if	  redistricting	  remains	  the	  
ultimate	  partisan	  exercise."	  

•	  "Redistricting	  has	  been	  a	  circus	  act	  for	  
the	  last	  three	  decades.	  It's	  time	  for	  the	  
foxes	  to	  stop	  guarding	  the	  hen	  house."	  

•	  "We	  already	  have	  an	  independent	  
appointed	  commission	  with	  
redistricting	  authority	  called	  the	  federal	  
courts."	  

•	  "Politics	  will	  determine	  the	  lines	  
regardless.	  I'd	  rather	  have	  the	  authority	  
in	  the	  hands	  of	  elected	  officials	  whom	  
can	  be	  held	  to	  account."	  

•	  "I	  would	  favor	  letting	  the	  computer	  
draw	  the	  most	  compact	  districts	  for	  
each	  elected	  official	  in	  each	  elected	  
body.	  If	  the	  Legislature	  then	  wants	  to	  
fight	  over	  those	  boundaries,	  so	  be	  it.	  
Again,	  the	  laws	  we	  get	  are	  only	  as	  good	  
as	  the	  people	  we	  elect."	  

•	  "It	  couldn't	  be	  that	  hard	  to	  create	  a	  
computer	  algorithm	  to	  keep	  

communities	  of	  interest	  together,	  have	  
compact	  districts,	  and	  maximize	  the	  
number	  of	  competitive	  districts.	  But	  
what	  Legislature	  is	  ever	  going	  to	  vote	  to	  
make	  this	  happen?"	  

•	  "And	  who	  really	  thinks	  handing	  it	  to	  a	  
commission	  would	  be	  any	  less	  
political?"	  

•	  "You	  cannot	  take	  politics	  out	  of	  the	  
process.	  And	  an	  appointed	  commission	  
is	  less	  accountable."	  

•	  "Any	  appointed	  commission	  cannot	  be	  
truly	  independent.	  The	  appointment	  
process	  will	  remove	  any	  and	  all	  
perception	  of	  independence.	  We're	  
talking	  about	  people	  who	  will	  draw	  
lines	  that	  determine	  the	  balance	  of	  
power	  in	  state	  government.	  Of	  course	  
political	  calculations	  will	  be	  taken	  in	  
the	  appointment	  process.	  To	  whom	  will	  
the	  appointees	  be	  held	  accountable?	  
Not	  you	  or	  me	  as	  voters."	  

•	  "Depends	  on	  who	  makes	  the	  app."	  

•	  "Another	  'non-‐political	  group...give	  
me	  a	  break..."	  

•	  "No	  matter	  what	  happens,	  it	  will	  
always	  be	  partisan"	  

•	  "They	  tried	  this	  in	  California	  and	  the	  
nonpartisan	  commission	  turned	  out	  to	  
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be	  pro	  democratic.	  So	  no	  thanks	  for	  
Texas"	  

•	  "I've	  always	  opposed	  this,	  but	  
California's	  experience	  with	  this	  idea	  
has	  proved	  to	  be	  an	  improvement	  over	  
previous	  practice."	  

•	  "Strongly	  favor.	  This	  is	  the	  first	  step	  
toward	  addressing	  our	  badly	  polarized	  
government."	  

•	  "The	  non-‐partisan,	  appointed	  
redistricting	  commission	  is	  an	  idea	  that	  
will	  never	  come	  to	  Texas	  -‐	  -‐	  regardless	  
of	  whether	  the	  majority	  is	  Rs	  or	  Ds.	  In	  a	  
state	  that	  elects	  its	  judges,	  elects	  its	  
board	  of	  education,	  elects	  separate	  
executive	  officers	  (instead	  of	  allowing	  
the	  Governor	  to	  appoint	  his	  own	  
cabinet),	  and	  even	  elects	  (until	  it	  was	  
recently	  abolished)	  the	  surveyor	  of	  
hides,	  the	  political	  culture	  is	  not	  going	  
to	  support	  any	  system	  in	  which	  non-‐
elected	  officials	  draw	  districts."	  

•	  "It	  makes	  sense...and	  dollars.	  We	  are	  
wasting	  time	  and	  money	  with	  this	  
foolishness.	  Here	  we	  are	  nearly	  3	  years	  
later	  and	  don't	  have	  maps.	  Ridiculous."	  

•	  "It	  depends	  on	  who	  does	  the	  
appointing	  and	  the	  qualifications	  for	  
service.	  However,	  there	  is	  a	  way	  to	  
build	  a	  better	  mousetrap.	  What	  we	  have	  
right	  now	  results	  in	  elected	  officials	  
who	  are	  responsive	  only	  to	  their	  
primary	  electorate,	  pushing	  our	  politics	  
to	  the	  margins	  and	  making	  long-‐term	  
problem	  solving	  a	  pipe	  dream.	  It's	  a	  
strange	  way	  to	  run	  a	  government."	  

•	  "Regardless	  of	  who's	  doing	  it	  -‐	  it's	  
going	  to	  be	  political."	  

•	  "I	  think	  this	  could	  be	  the	  single	  most	  
important	  change	  need	  to	  our	  political	  
system."	  

•	  "The	  media	  has	  been	  advocating	  this	  
for	  years,	  which	  can	  only	  show	  they	  
have	  never	  read	  a	  newspaper	  from	  
another	  state.	  There	  is	  no	  such	  thing	  as	  
'Independent,	  appointed	  commission.'	  
All	  these	  'Commissions'	  are	  controlled	  
by	  political	  parties	  -‐-‐	  usually	  
Democrats,	  which	  we	  must	  assume	  is	  
why	  the	  media	  supports	  them."	  

•	  "Couldn't	  do	  any	  worse	  than	  the	  
clown	  car	  we've	  got	  now."	  

•	  "Give	  it	  to	  a	  computer"	  

•	  "'Independent-‐appointed'	  is	  an	  
oxymoron."	  

•	  "No	  such	  thing	  as	  independent	  
commission,	  but	  it	  has	  got	  to	  be	  better	  
than	  the	  current	  program	  which	  has	  
enabled	  a	  handful	  of	  lawyers	  on	  both	  
sides	  to	  become	  rich,	  fat	  and	  happy."	  

•	  "Yes,	  so	  we	  can	  have	  general	  elections	  
that	  are	  competitive	  instead	  of	  
primaries,	  good	  for	  people	  and	  
consultants."	  

•	  "I	  love	  when	  legislators	  fight	  one	  
another.	  It	  makes	  it	  easier	  to	  kill	  bills."

 

 



INSIDE INTELLIGENCE: The Texas Weekly/Texas Tribune insider poll for 24 June 2013 

Our thanks to this week's participants: Gene Acuna, Cathie Adams, Brandon 
Aghamalian, Jenny Aghamalian, Clyde Alexander, Jay Arnold, Louis Bacarisse, 
Tom Banning, Dave Beckwith, Andrew Biar, Allen Blakemore, Tom Blanton, 
Hugh Brady, Chris Britton, Jay Brown, Lydia Camarillo, Kerry Cammack, Marc 
Campos, Thure Cannon, Snapper Carr, William Chapman, Elna Christopher, 
James Clark, Harold Cook, Beth Cubriel, Randy Cubriel, Denise Davis, Hector 
De Leon, Eva De Luna-Castro, June Deadrick, Nora Del Bosque, Tom Duffy, 
David Dunn, Richard Dyer, Jeff Eller, Jack Erskine, Gay Erwin, Jon Fisher, Wil 
Galloway, Neftali Garcia, Norman Garza, Bruce Gibson, Eric Glenn, Kinnan 
Golemon, Kathy Grant, John Greytok, Jack Gullahorn, Clint Hackney, Anthony 
Haley, Wayne Hamilton, Bill Hammond, Ken Hodges, Steve Holzheauser, 
Deborah Ingersoll, Cal Jillson, Jason Johnson, Mark Jones, Robert Jones, Lisa 
Kaufman, Robert Kepple, Richard Khouri, Tom Kleinworth, Sandy Kress, Nick 
Lampson, Pete Laney, Dick Lavine, James LeBas, Luke Legate, Leslie Lemon, 
Richard Levy, Ruben Longoria, Vilma Luna, Matt Mackowiak, Dan McClung, 
Scott McCown, Mike McKinney, Robert Miller, Bee Moorhead, Mike Moses, 
Steve Murdock, Keir Murray, Nelson Nease, Keats Norfleet, Pat Nugent, Nef 
Partida, Gardner Pate, Robert Peeler, Tom Phillips, Allen Place, Royce Poinsett, 
Kraege Polan, Gary Polland, Jay Pritchard, Jay Propes, Bill Ratliff, Shannon 
Ratliff, Patrick Reinhart, Kim Ross, Grant Ruckel, Jason Sabo, Jim Sartwelle, Stan 
Schlueter, Bruce Scott, Steve Scurlock, Dan Shelley, Bradford Shields, 
Christopher Shields, Jason Skaggs, Ed Small, Martha Smiley, Todd Smith, Larry 
Soward, Leonard Spearman, Dennis Speight, Bryan Sperry, Jason Stanford, Bob 
Strauser, Colin Strother, Michael Quinn Sullivan, Sherry Sylvester, Jay 
Thompson, Russ Tidwell, Gerard Torres, Trey Trainor, Vicki Truitt, Ware 
Wendell, Darren Whitehurst, Seth Winick, Alex Winslow, Peck Young, Angelo 
Zottarelli. 

 


