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After the events of the last week, is Wendy Davis a viable statewide 
candidate for the Democrats?

• "She can be...but there's work to be 
done." 

• "Now the question is who will show 
up to vote." 

• "Statewide she's as viable as a 
terminated fetus." 

• "She may be forced to run for a 
statewide office if she doesn't poll 
well in her district. She didn't win by 
a wide margin last time. If the voters 
back home don't buy into her cause, it 
may be bye-bye. However, the 
Democrats won't be able to pull off a 
gubernatorial win." 

• "If by "viable" you mean the D's best 
sacrificial lamb? Then, yes." 

• "The GOP inadvertently created a 
New Democratic icon in Texas" 

• "She fired up her base and increased 
her name ID, but whether she has 
appeal to the middle remains to be 
seen." 

• "Does viable mean alive or with a 
possibility of winning? She can be a 
live state wide CANDIDATE but she 
cannot win a statewide general 
election." 

• "Someone has to go first. If her 
choice is a tight race to keep her 
Senate seat vs. an exceedingly long-
shot statewide race, it might be better 
for the party for her to go statewide." 

• "I think Wendy Davis is a viable 
candidate for the Democrats, but not 
convinced any Democrat is yet viable 
in a statewide election. Time will tell." 

• "Viable as a "candidate," - yes, but 
not a statewide office "winner." This is 
still a red state." 

• "She is the most visible member of a 
party out of step with current Texas 
political realities. She would be a 
shoo-in in Massachusetts for example, 
but in Texas, she has had 30 minutes 
of fame and that is all she will get." 

• "It won't happen till the Democrats 
get it together, but -- slowly -- 
demographics and GOP messing in 
people's personal lives will make it 
happen. And she's a great candidate!" 

• "She should run for Lite Guv in 
2014. The current crop aiming for the 
Lite Crown are weak. These 
candidates will try to out-right each 
other and when that occurs stupid 
things get recorded. Assuming that Rs 
have a strong 42% general base, and 
Ds start with a 37% base, one wrong 
blurb by the Republican candidate 
could be a game-changer." 

• "If she waits a few more cycles she 
will be the front runner, still a red 
state for anyone" 

• "Despite Twitter and money, the 
numbers are stacked against her." 

• "It would be purely sacrificial! They 
don't have anyone else." 

• "The treatment she received was the 
issue. People don't like bullies! The 
majority tried to bully her and people 
saw it for what it was." 

• "Unless you can give me another 
name... (please don’t say Castro!)" 
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• "But they'll use her anyway, 
thinking Texas is ready for a radical, 
pro-abortion candidate for a statewide 
position to be named later." 

• "No Democrat will be viable until 
2022." 

• "No doubt she has the energy and 
charisma to lead the Party; the law of 
numbers simply isn't on her side." 

• "Of course she is viable. She will 
have all the money Steve Mostyn 
wants to spend and would likely get 
more votes than Paul Sadler or Bill 
White. Maybe even 47% or 48% 
(which would be big). Can she win? 
No." 

• "The Democrats have to get 
something going if they are to ever 
make a resurgence in Texas. But they 
have to do it a piece at a time. Wendy 
Davis is smart and will not let the 
exposure go to her head and push her 
into a suicide move. ITs better for her 
to stand back and tell people she 
could have won than to get into a race 
that she will lose." 

• "For the past dozen years 
Republicans have enjoyed a steady 12 
to 14 point margin in 'statewide 
elections. No single event, no matter 
how dramatic, is going to change the 
basic structure of Texas politics over 
night." 

• "She was viable before last week. 
She was simply given a huge 
platform." 

• "Texas women - Democrats and 
republicans alike - are TIRED of being 
talked down to and legislated upon! 
Most republican women- those who 
can think, reason and read - do NOT 

adhere to these same crazy policies to 
which many republican men have 
(sadly!) signed on! NO ONE is pro-
abortion - but this policy that 
republicans espouse - forcing women 
to become mothers before they are 
ready, yet REMOVING any forms of 
assistance (healthcare, education, food 
stamps,) from them once they child is 
HERE!" 

• "First of all, there was literally no 
one else talking about running, 
Second, the Anglo female profile is 
more viable right now than the Latino 
profile statewide," 

• "But with plenty of caveats: Davis 
needs tons of money, organization, 
and a fragmented opposition. She's 
not a very viable candidate, but she's 
slightly viable. I see the answer to this 
question as more nuanced than 
simply yes or no." 

• "Tallest midget. I hope she does run 
so GOP picks up state senate seat" 

• "She is the brightest, and only, hope 
they've had in years. And she would 
go down (that is, lose) as a heroine in 
whichever statewide race she might 
for. She probably won't run statewide, 
because she has a two-year senate 
term and would have to surrender her 
senate seat only to lose to Perry or 
Abbott. She's an attention hog but not 
stupid." 

• "One trick pony's don't win. Bigger 
question, where was the pro-life 
movement during Dewey's colossal 
failure and where are they now. If this 
is important to Perry, Dewy and 
Patrick how come they are not leading 
and getting the pro-life supporters 
railed against the pro-abortion 
movement. Where is Abbott? The ship 
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of state (for conservatives and pro-life 
supporters) is adrift and without 
leadership. Oh I see, they are all out 
raising money which is obviously 
more important than the sanctity of 
life, of course." 

• "The Democrats needed statewide 
name ID, an ability to raise money, 
and the appeal to crossover a segment 
of the Republican electorate. Check, 
check, and check." 

• "The question of course is not clear. I 
don't think the "events of last week" 
have anything to do with it. She was 
already "viable' in the context of the 
Democrat primary. If the question 
relates to her electability in the general 
election, the answer is that she is 
perhaps only slightly more "electable" 
than any other Democrat." 

• "Moneyed candidates don't always 
win in Texas. Issues matter." 

• "Wendy Davis is viable. The 
question is whether or not Democrats 
can mobilize to the task of electing 
her. Imagine a Dream Team 2014 with 
the sole intention of GOTV in cities w 
votes." 

• "We're jumping the gun a bit. Texas 
isn't ready for a statewide Democrat 
just yet. Give it a decade." 

• "The numbers aren't there yet. 
Without a huge lift from a tidewater 
presidential year (2008) not enough 
Hispanics vote to pull this off. A 
Clinton/Castro ticket might get close." 

• "She can rally her base; but she has 
to have cross over Republican women 
to win in November; and that does 
not appear likely right now." 

• "Yes. Dems finally have a candidate 
with personality and a pulse. And Rs 
have no one to blame but themselves." 

• "She can win any D primary but will 
lose a statewide race, barring a Claytie 
Williams gaffe by her R opponent." 

• "Viable is much different than 
winnable" 

• "Wendy, run...pretty please. It 
would be so fun.... take your stand for 
abortion after 20 weeks to the 
voters...." 

• "But where are still Red State" 

• "The numbers are not there. 
However, if the R's keep to their plan 
to alienate every woman and Hispanic 
in Texas, that could change." 

• "Depends on your definition of 
viable. If you're asking whether she 
could run statewide, sure. If you're 
asking whether she could win, 
absolutely not." 

• "She'd likely do worse than the last 
bunch of milquetoast D candidates. 
She'll have more fervor among her 
own supporters to be sure. But she'll 
do worse in the middle and will 
energize conservatives to vote against 
her." 

• "I think she is more like the only 
viable statewide candidate for the Ds. 
Unfortunately for the Ds (and her), if 
she does choose to run statewide, 
she'll likely get beat." 

• "The Republicans took the bait hook, 
line, and sinker." 

• "No doubt, she is the Democrat best 
positioned to win. If any Democrat 
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could win, it would be Ms. Davis. But 
alas, Texas is still a red state." 

• "She should consider running for Lt. 
Governor instead of Governor. It is 
unlikely that she could beat Abbott. 
She has a shot at winning for Lt. 
Governor, especially if Dewhurst is 
the nominee. In the Lt. Governor's 
race there is at least a chance that 
lightning could strike, somewhat 
similar to when Perry and Hutchison 
won statewide for the first time. The 
electorate was shifting their way (just 
as is happening now in the other 
direction) and they both faced 
relatively weak candidates." 

• "She will get the standard 47%" 

• "Wendy Davis has all the tools, and 
will definitely be a viable candidate 

for the Ds when the state moves from 
bright red to purple." 

• "Depends on the race, but a dream 
matchup for her would be Dan Patrick 
in the Lt. Governor race." 

• "Ds in the penalty box will likely last 
at least another 8 years, unless the Rs 
do something stupid (oh wait, I just 
contradicted myself)." 

• "Sorry, but "viable statewide 
candidate for the Democrats" is still an 
oxymoron in this state." 

• "Public Education and general belief 
there is a "war on women" within 
certain factions of the Republican 
Party are strong issues to run on with 
crossover appeal."

 

After the events of the last week, is David Dewhurst a viable 
statewide candidate for the Republicans?

• "Drip, drip, drip. This man, who is 
already riddled with self-inflicted 
wounds, is now taking fire from 
inside the ranks. He should mount up 
and quietly ride off into the sunset." 

• "More nails in an already closing 
coffin." 

• "It's ok for a bill to die (like an 
aborted fetus, it happens all the time), 
but it is not cool to lose control of the 
Senate. Bullock is turning over in 
grave at that (but not the abortion 
issue)." 

• "Dewhurst needs to retire citing that 
he needs to spend more time with his 
family and enjoy life." 

• "Assumes facts not in evidence: this 
suggests he was viable before the 
events of last week." 

• "It's time for David to move on with 
the next chapter in his life. With his 
assets he can do much from the 
private sector" 

• "Even if only one other candidate 
was in the race, the Dew would be in 
trouble." 

• "I think it is getting more and more 
difficult for the Lieutenant Governor's 
message to resonate, especially with 
the criticism he's getting on both sides 
of the aisle." 

• "I believe he has an uphill battle on 
his hands." 



INSIDE INTELLIGENCE: The Texas Weekly/Texas Tribune insider poll for 8 July 2013 

• "He has screwed himself too many 
times. The far right obviously doesn't 
trust him. Why he continues to suck 
up to them instead of leading is 
beyond explanation!" 

• "The Dew us Dead! Long Live The 
Dew! He should exit gracefully. In 
doing so, everyone would be forced to 
acknowledge he was a great 
conservative." 

• "Only in a general election, we are 
still a red state." 

• "Depends on what happens in the 
special. If it passes, will be old news." 

• "Stick a fork in the "Dew"-he's 
finished! The campaign consultants 
are going to suck up plenty of his 
money as he tries to prove otherwise." 

• "He should have stayed at the 
restaurant." 

• "He's toast. First Cruz, then Barfield, 
now this fiasco. He wont even make 
the run-off." 

• "Best wishes on relaxing retirement." 

• "No. He's done. Who is going to tell 
him?" 

• "David Dewhurst showed that the 
King has no clothes. Rather than get 
wiped out, he should retire as Lt. 
Governor and move on." 

• "Blaming Dewhurst for the filibuster 
debacle is unfair. Perry introduced the 
abortion issue late and then the House 
dithered, getting it to the Senate late 
enough that a filibuster could run out 
the clock. Unfair though it may be, 
Dewhurst is cooked." 

• "He is dead man walking in a 
Republican primary." 

• "Dewhurst wasn't a viable statewide 
candidate after his last primary." 

• "He's an open target as Staples and 
Patrick have already come after him 
for failing to maintain order on the 
Senate Floor." 

• "He was not viable even before last 
week. Right wingers don't trust him 
because he's not as crazy as they are." 

• "Had such hopes for him - he was 
reasonable, intelligent; loved Texas 
and wanted to do good for the state 
and its people. Now, he just wants to 
get re-elected! VERY sad to witness 
the de-volution of a person who could 
have been a true shining example of 
"good" Texas statesman. Now, he is 
just another bumbling politician." 

• "Dead man walking. Doubt he 
makes a primary runoff for Lt. Gov." 

• "He's more viable statewide than he 
is in the Republican primary." 

• "Cannot win a runoff. Has never 
been politically weaker" 

• "He was done when Cruz beat him, 
and now he's overdone." 

• "Get the keys out and start singing 
hey hey hey good bye! It is the Todd 
and Jerry show now." 

• "HaHaHaHa." 

• "Nothing as cold as ashes after the 
fire is gone (Pete Townsend or Willie 
Nelson) and the Dew looked ashen." 
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• "The "events of last week" will 
certainly have a negative impact on 
Dewhurst's primary chances, but I 
don't think the "events" will be 
determinative. I think he was already 
unelectable." 

• "Dewhurst ordered the gallery 
cleared at 10 pm. Troopers needed 
reinforcements because of the unruly 
crowd. I know; I was there." 

• "Pack it up, Dew. When you're 
intimidated by some shouting and feel 
the need to threaten the media with 
arrest and ignore the most basic 
fundamentals of the process, you - my 
good sir - have lost control." 

• "His career is over. Robert Duncan 
may want to look at his resume, too--
as should the parliamentarian." 

• "Dewhurst is finished." 

• "The Railroad Commission beckons" 

• "If his primary opponents split the 
tea party vote there is a path for 
Dewhurst, the worst senate presiding 
officer in modern Texas history. What 
an embarrassment. Clown moves - 
attack the media and bust old ladies. 
What's next? Thumb sucking?" 

• "Viable, but weaker...." 

• "With his checkbook, he's always 
viable." 

• "Dewhurst finally showed himself 
to be as ineffective as many people 
believed him to be. He will show up 
for second special session - but such 
leadership will be showing up late 
(another Dewhurst trademark)." 

• "Its not clear that he can win a 
Republican primary. He loses on 
conservatism and competence." 

• "Seriously, dude needs to retire to a 
dude ranch." 

• "Did I miss something was he 
before?" 

• "I am not sure he was before last 
week. His overall performance since 
the senate race has gone steadily 
down hill." 

• "Can he run? Yes. Can he win? No." 

• "Depends upon a) his getting his act 
together in the second special, and b) 
how his opponents shape up. Dan 
Patrick is no Ted Cruz!" 

• "What a mess. He ingloriously 
served up campaign fodder for his 
primary opponents and every 
Democrat in the state. He should ask 
himself ever day: What would Bob 
Bullock do? And where is Big Daddy 
when you need him?" 

• "What you witnessed was the true 
David Dewhurst. He's been the joke 
ever since he arrived in Austin." 

• "He was toast before June 25. Now 
he's burnt toast." 

• "He remains viable because he is the 
incumbent and can self-fund, but 
there is no doubt that he is greatly 
weakened from the events of last 
week." 

• "That goose was cooked before this 
debacle. He won't even make the 
runoff." 
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• "$$$ makes the world go round. Not 
sure how much the Dew is willing to 
spend to try and keep his seat." 

• "Dew is toast, as in burned" 

• "Only if "viable" means finishing 
fourth in a four-man race."

 

Do you think the demonstrations at the end of the first special 
session will develop into something bigger in politics or was that a 
one-time thing?

• "More Fundraising and voter 
registration activity for both sides." 

• "Moveon.org needs something to 
do, right?" 

• "The media wanted to make it so; 
however, Texas is still the reddest of 
the big states." 

• "This was not a tree falling in the 
forest. The whole world was 
watching." 

• "Not a game-changer statewide, but 
certainly an important event for lots of 
individuals who will stay active in e 
future." 

• "I suppose it could materialize into 
something bigger, just not sure what 
"bigger" means." 

• "What an embarrassing spectacle. 
My goodness! I hope that was a one-
time thing." 

• "We are witnessing the beginning of 
social media democracy in Texas. 
What comes next? A few punches and 
arrests here and there all caught via 
smartphones. I can hear Evan Smith 
starting off TT's featured video with, 
"Let's Get Ready to RUMBLE!" 

• "I would have checked 'two-time 
thing" if I had that option. There will 

be a repeat of the rally, but this time 
the supporters will lose." 

• "They've certainly got their base 
fired up." 

• "House has never allowed 
demonstrations at any level. Senate 
has learned its lesson. By the way, 
Duncan was in the Chair when things 
went south." 

• "This may have energized a group if 
people who were probably already 
Democrat Primary voters. It will help 
Texas Democrats raise money that 
they have not raised previously." 

• "No. The news was how badly the 
Republicans handled this issue, not 
that Texas has suddenly lurched to the 
left and now supports abortion on 
demand, gun control or shutting 
down oil production to stop climate 
change. Because the Democrats in the 
Lege are who they are, there's never 
been much need for the Republican 
leadership to think strategically. Now 
there is." 

• "Democrats have been trying to re-
live the 60s for years. They will try 
again to recreate what happened at 
the end of the special session 1, but it 
will not happen. It they try it will turn 
into something that they don't want 
and the people of Texas reject." 
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• "It's a one time thing, though it 
might provide fuel to the long-range 
party building efforts of Democrats in 
Texas. Still, party building requires 
long steady effort." 

• "Hopefully, DPS will be better 
equipped to deal with these kinds of 
outbursts. This does nothing to help 
the democratic process and was an 
outrage." 

• "The GOP had two choices after last 
November's elections -- read the 
memo about a kinder, gentler GOP or 
double-down and go even "more 
conservative." After a kinder, gentler 
regular session, the "double down" 
faction has taken over. That is a BIG, 
BIG mistake. The GOP is on its way 
out because it can't stop itself (and the 
poisonous social issue faction) from 
swallowing its own poison pill." 

• "I'll say a one-time thing but it all 
depends if they choose to make it into 
something bigger." 

• "It will be difficult for the D's to 
keep the momentum going for a long 
period, but if the R's keep making 
tactical errors, anything is possible." 

• "People are waking up and realizing 
that elections have consequences and 
over the last few cycles in Texas those 
elections have been extremely 
detrimental to women in Texas!" 

• "While I do not believe they were a 
"one-time" thing, I also, do not believe 
it was spontaneous or organic. I think 
it was supported with a lot of 
forethought and money." 

• "Again, one trick pony. The pro-life 
movement is already winning this 
war because science is on their side. 

Look at a picture of your kid's 18 
month sonogram and tell me that isn't 
a child." 

• "Democrats needed to believe again. 
We needed someone to grow a pair 
and show they were tired of being 
bulldozed. It already is bigger. The 
2nd Special will only fuel the fire." 

• "There will be more but the 
spontaneous drama is past." 

• "Alinsky rules are evil. Evil knows 
no bounds." 

• "The anger is growing. We had a 
Special Session in 2011 on the cuts to 
public schools - also tripped by a 
Wendy Davis filibuster. Texas 
Republicans have marginalized 
themselves by not empowering the 
extremists, but allowing them to coopt 
the levers of control. They've been 
smart on immigration (mostly) but 
just can't let abortion go. So continues 
the downward spiral for Texas 
Republicans. What's most surprising 
is the seeming willingness to press the 
accelerator." 

• "This was NOT an "unruly mob." 
These are people who have finally had 
it with being dismissed, and this 
won't be the end of it. In fact, 
characterizing this as a riot is even 
going to backfire on the Republicans--
very insulting. Look "riot" up in the 
dictionary--the implication is property 
damage or personal injury. None of 
that occurred." 

• "I think it has some legs, but fiscal 
conservatives are a seemingly 
shrinking part of the republican 
primary. The culture wars will 
eventually usher Democrats back to 
statewide office." 
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• "There's an ebb and flow to these 
things. The demonstrations will grow 
so long as people think they have 
some ability to influence policy with 
them." 

• "Gives Ds something they haven't 
had in a while - energy and hope. But 
can that enthusiasm be sustained? I'll 
believe it when I see it." 

• "There are very few, if any issue, 
like abortion to engage and enrage the 
public." 

• "Something bigger indeed - will 
expose the radical occupy nut jobs the 
Obama organizers are relying on to 
"turn Texas blue."" 

• "I bet even the food trailers will be 
there this time." 

• "Only during the second special 
session." 

• "Yes and no. Like Occupy the 
people who do it enjoy it. But, also 

like Occupy, it rarely changes 
anything, which makes it hard to 
sustain." 

• "Looks like the Ds are trying to 
recreate the demonstrations that went 
on in Wisconsin a couple of years ago. 
Good luck. I don't think the leadership 
or DPS are going to let things get out 
of hand like that again." 

• "Women will remember in 
November." 

• "Remember that staple of weekend 
sports TV "Wide World of Sports"? 
The pro-abortion crowd is about to 
have their "agony of defeat" moment." 

• "Does anyone believe the leadership 
will allow that to go on again?" 

• "Hard to maintain the momentum 
long-term" 

• "By Labor Day, this will all be a 
distant memory."

 

Do demonstrations like the one at the end of the first special session 
— no matter what side they come from — have any impact on 
lawmakers and legislation?

• "Elected officials pay attention to 
head count." 

• "Minds are made up, such action 
only steels their resolve." 

• "The Democrats are energized. We'll 
see if the momentum continues." 

• "The only significant impact is that 
it keeps the legislators from their day 
jobs for another 30 days." 

• "But it's good theater" 

• "They have an impact on voters, 
given national media attention." 

• "Certainly energized the long-
passive Ds." 

• "They should have an impact! The 
partisanship on both sides of the aisle 
is bringing lots of passionate citizens 
out, and they're wanting to be part of 
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the process, and they're wanting their 
voices to be heard." 

• "Absolutely not. Shows such as that 
are no indication of what the majority 
of the population wants. It's simply an 
indication of how one side or the 
other can use social media to muster a 
mob." 

• "Such demonstrations cement each 
side more firmly eliminating any 
chance of compromise since it now 
becomes about the optics." 

• "Unfortunately, last week 
galvanized the jerks who think they 
should tell women what to do with 
their own health decisions." 

• "They create a certain perception 
and strike fear in the eyes of all 
electeds." 

• "If it disrupts the process, yes. Not 
just showing up in the gallery, people 
have been doing that forever." 

• "Obviously this one did but that is 
because the Lt Gov let it. Generally, 
rule of law should prevail over mob 
rule." 

• "Clearly. It killed 3 pieces of 
legislation and here we are for Round 
2." 

• "There are some who should take 
pause and consider what this could 
mean in the next election. God forbid 
some woman dies because her access 
to a safe abortion has been hindered!" 

• "There were hundreds of 
demonstrations on both sides (or it 
seemed like hundreds) in front of the 
Capitol this year, and none of them 
made much difference. We have left 

wing occupy mobs and we have right 
wing tea party mobs. Our legislators 
are elected by one of these mobs or 
the other and are already polarized 
into their respective camps. A pro or 
anti abortion, gun, teachers union or 
whatever demonstration doesn't move 
anyone. This demonstration would 
have had no impact if Dewhurst and 
the GOP had simply exercised some 
leadership. Since they failed at that, 
they could have, at a minimum, shut 
it down and cleared the gallery. They 
won't make that mistake again." 

• "Demonstrations have an impact on 
legislators but they make the average 
Texan uncomfortable (Unless it is 
about guns)." 

• "It's always about the people; the 
legislators have forgotten that and act 
as if they are above reproach. A day of 
reckoning is coming..." 

• "Politicians are wired to placate the 
masses directly in front of them." 

• "Makes the majority dig in their 
heels--firmly." 

• "Moderate lawmakers will realize 
the extreme positions they have been 
forced to take over the years are no 
longer popular." 

• "More on lawmakers than 
legislation. SB 5, unless the two-thirds 
rule is enacted in the Senate, is likely 
to pass. But the fact that Sen. Eltife 
filed the blocker bill, Straus' public 
rebuke of Perry suggest some unease 
among Republican members." 

• "They only come from an emotional 
side, not from a logical side." 
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• "Except for a few local delegation 
members law makers don't look at the 
demonstrators and see their voters." 

• "Vote was 94 and 19 and will be 
again" 

• "Members get terrified whenever 
commoners storm the Bastille. Heads 
may roll." 

• "People are weak and want to be 
liked. Our culture is breeding 
weakness into it more and more so 
people are spineless and will give into 
this type of nonsense. Hello, these are 
politicians you know." 

• "The evidence proves that it does, in 
fact." 

• "Bright light shows weakness." 

• "Participatory democracy assumes 
participation. It's encouraging to see 
the interest now but where were all 
these folks during the Regular Session 
when - say - funding for family 
planning was being discussed? One 
story not being reported by the media 
is the growing success of Texas 
progressives. An element of that is the 
ability to turn out large numbers of 
people. Remember last session's big 
and/or loud demonstrations 
concerning cuts to public schools? $3.4 
billion of $5.4 billion cut in 2011 was 
restored in 2013. Not perfect but not 
shabby either." 

• "Split decision. Impact on 
lawmakers - the finely tuned weather 
vanes of our society. Much less impact 
on legislation, nobody knows what in 
the bills. I think I just became a 
Femacrat." 

• "Depending on where you are in 
time and space, they can have either a 
positive or negative impact. But they 
have an impact." 

• "More political theater than impact. 
Strong leadership would never have 
allowed it to be a factor." 

• "They make great memories-Killer 
Bs, Ardmore... but it is 2 years and 
another election cycle and it is 
unlikely the composition of the House 
and Senate will change substantially." 

• "Sure, all one has to do is watch the 
faces of the senators during the 
filibuster night" 

• "Depending on their personal 
beliefs, they either loved it or they 
hated it. But I'm betting none of them 
are thrilled about coming back this 
week." 

• "Rarely." 

• "Only to the extent that elected 
officials try to ride the wave. Those 
that are guided by principle will be 
unaffected." 

• "But they will have an effect in the 
2014 elections." 

• "There isn't a politician in Texas that 
doesn't know which side of the "life 
issue" they are on." 

• "The votes are the same no matter 
what - there are no fence sitters" 

• "I suppose not being able to hear 
what's going on does indeed have an 
impact?" 

• "They do sometimes, but probably 
won't in this case" 



INSIDE INTELLIGENCE: The Texas Weekly/Texas Tribune insider poll for 8 July 2013 

• "1,000 angry protesters out of a sea 
of 26 million people, literally a drop in 
the bucket." 

• "Yes--they lead to greater 
polarization and less good public 
policy."

 

Our thanks to this week's participants: Gene Acuna, Cathie Adams, Brandon 
Aghamalian, Jenny Aghamalian, Victor Alcorta, Clyde Alexander, George Allen, 
Jay Arnold, Charles Bailey, Tom Banning, Eric Bearse, Rebecca Bernhardt, 
Andrew Biar, Allen Blakemore, Tom Blanton, Chris Britton, David Cabrales, 
Lydia Camarillo, Marc Campos, Thure Cannon, Snapper Carr, William 
Chapman, Elizabeth Christian, Elna Christopher, Rick Cofer, Harold Cook, 
Addie Mae Crimmins, Beth Cubriel, Randy Cubriel, Curtis Culwell, Denise 
Davis, Hector De Leon, Eva De Luna-Castro, June Deadrick, Roberto DeHoyos, 
Nora Del Bosque, Tom Duffy, Richard Dyer, Jeff Eller, Jack Erskine, Jon Fisher, 
Wil Galloway, Neftali Garcia, Norman Garza, Dominic Giarratani, Bruce Gibson, 
Stephanie Gibson, Eric Glenn, Kinnan Golemon, Jack Gullahorn, Clint Hackney, 
Anthony Haley, Wayne Hamilton, Bill Hammond, Adam Haynes, Susan Hays, 
John Heasley, Ken Hodges, Laura Huffman, Deborah Ingersoll, Cal Jillson, Jason 
Johnson, Mark Jones, Robert Jones, Robert Kepple, Richard Khouri, Tom 
Kleinworth, Sandy Kress, Dale Laine, Nick Lampson, Pete Laney, Dick Lavine, 
James LeBas, Donald Lee, Luke Legate, Leslie Lemon, Myra Leo, Ruben 
Longoria, Matt Mackowiak, Matt Matthews, Bryan Mayes, Dan McClung, Mike 
McKinney, Robert Miller, Bee Moorhead, Mike Moses, Keir Murray, Nelson 
Nease, Pat Nugent, Nef Partida, Gardner Pate, Jerry Philips, Tom Phillips, Allen 
Place, Royce Poinsett, Gary Polland, Jay Pritchard, Jay Propes, Bill Ratliff, Brian 
Rawson, Patrick Reinhart, Grant Ruckel, Jason Sabo, Andy Sansom, Stan 
Schlueter, Bruce Scott, Steve Scurlock, Bradford Shields, Christopher Shields, 
Julie Shields, Jason Skaggs, Ed Small, Todd Smith, Larry Soward, Dennis 
Speight, Bryan Sperry, Tom Spilman, Jason Stanford, Bob Strauser, Colin 
Strother, Michael Quinn Sullivan, Sherry Sylvester, Jay Thompson, Russ Tidwell, 
Gerard Torres, Trey Trainor, Vicki Truitt, David White, Darren Whitehurst, Seth 
Winick, Alex Winslow, Angelo Zottarelli. 

 


