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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT B o
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS B ‘-

HOUSTON DIVISION
"'.UNITEDSTATESOFAMERICA | §" e T e
v. | g “-Case‘l\lo{. H—J}l--or—llfJ
MINA COLIN STROTHER . -
De_fendant..-t'. g '
| PLEA AGREEMENT

The United Stat'es”of America,'by and throughthe undersigned, atforneys for the United

St‘ates D_epartment. of Just_i:ce,:rCrim:inal_» Divlsion, Publio~ :Integrity" Section;:‘ the undersigned B
lattorneys for ‘the United States- Department of Justice, National Security Division, _
Countermtelhgence and Export Control Sectron and the Defendant Mma Colm Strother and
Defendant S counsel Mrchael McCrum pursuant to Rule ll(c)(l)(A) and ll(c)(l)(B) of the *
Federal Rules of Crrmlnal Procedure state that they have entered 1nto an agreement the terms and |
condrtrons of which are as follows |

: ~;Defendant’s Agreements o

N ; B Defe‘ndant agrees to plead guilty to the Information.  The lnformation charges
| Defendant wrth consp1racy to. comm1t money laundermg, n y1olat10n of Trtle 18 Umted States-..
8 -Code Sectlon 371 Defendant by entermg thls plea agrees that' he is Wa1V1ng any r1ght to have
_ the facts. that the law makes essentral to the punlshment proven to a Jury or a judge beyond a
reasonable doubt Defendant also vvarves any challenge to vebn:eﬂm th1s dlstrlct | ”
: Pumshment Range. | .

2. - The statutory maxrmum penalty for a V1olat10n of T1tle 18 Un1ted States Code, -

Sectron 371 is a term of 1mprlsonment of not more than five years and a ﬁne of not more: than
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$250,000 or twrce the gross pecumary gain or’ loss whlchever 18 greater See 18 U S. C §§ 371,

3571, Addrtlonally, Defendant may receive a term: of superv1sed release after 1mprlsonment of up: i

- to ‘three years.” See 18 USC §§ 3559(a)(4) 3583(b)(2) Defendant acknowledges and S

, understands that if he should V1olate the condrtrons of any perrod of supervrsed release which may'\
- be rmposed as part of his sentence, then Defendant may be 1mprrsoned _for 1no more than two years,

B : yvithout' Cfeditfor time preVi'ously,seryed on post-release, supervision. See l 8 US.C. §§ '3559_(a)(4)
35 83(e)(3) Defendant understands that he cannot have the 1mpos1t10n or executlon of the sentence : °

: suspended nor is he elrgrble for parole

o Mandatory Speclal Assessment K E

3. Pursuant to Trtle 18 Umted States Code Sectlon 3013(a)(2)(A) 1mmed1ately after

o 'sentencmg, Defendant will pay to the. Clerk of the Unrted States Drstrrct Court a spec1al assessment
in the amount of one hundred dollars ($100 OO) per count of convrctron The payment will be by :
' '“cashrer s check or money order payable to the Clerk of the Un1ted States Drstrrct Court c/o Drstrrct
_ Clerk’s Ofﬁce P.O. Box 61010 Houston Texas 77208 Attentlon Fin inance. ‘A::V - .
| - . Immlgratlon Consequences | | ) |
o 4 | A Defendant ,re'éogmzes;that ,pleadmg guilty may; haye co'nsequences w1th re'speet"to
his lmrnigration statusi'.“ Defendant understand‘s thiat 1f he is not a citizen of the. llnited 'States .by i
pleadmg gurlty he may be removed from the Unlted States demed c1t1zensh1p, and denred '
::'adm1ss1on to the Umted States in the future Defendant understands. that 1f he isa naturalrzed
rUmted 'States c1trzen' / pleadlng gu1lty may result | in 1mm1ératlon consequences 'such | as
. denaturahzatron and potentral deportatron or removal from the Umted States Defendant’ S attorney

[

has adv1sed Defendant of the potentral 1mm1grat10n consequences resultlng from Defendant’s plea;:;‘

- of gurlty, and Defendant afﬁrms: that he'wants to .plead gullty'regardless of any"lmmrgratlon _ ..

: ,f:f o C BN
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- consequences _that’may result from the guilty plea and conviction.
. Cooperation -
3. The part1es understand th1s Plea Agreement carrres the potentlal for a motron for
»departure under Sect1on 5K1.1 of the Umted States Sentencrng Gurdelrnes Defendant understands
and agrees that Whether such a motion 1s ﬁled will be determrned solelyvby the Umted‘ States.

}

* Should Defendant S cooperatron in the sole Judgment and d1scret10n of the United States, amount

“substantial assrstance " the Un1ted States reserves S the sole rrght to file a motlon for departure: :

pursuant to Sectron 5K1.1 of the Sentencmg Gurdelmes Defendant further agrees to pers1st m
that plea through sentencmg, and fully cooperate w1th the Umted States Defendant understands | o
and agrees that the United States will request that sentencrng be deferr_ed until that cooperatron is -

“complete.

6. . . Defendant understands and agrees that the term “fully cooperate as‘used »herein

- mcludes provrdrng all 1nformatron relatmg to any criminal act1V1ty known to Defendant—

including, but not _lrmlted to, consprrmg to launder proceeds ofa cr_1m1n_al actrvrty, namely bribery.

Defendant understands that such information includes both- state and- federal offenses arising

| therefrom. In that regard' o

| (a)' ',:Defendant agrees. that this . Plea Agreement brnds only the United States o

"~ Department of - Justice, Criminal - Division, -Public Integrrty Section; the -
United States Department .of Justice, National Security Division,
‘ ‘Countermtelhgence and Expeort Control Section; and Defendant, and that it -
does not bind any United States Attorney or other component or-unit of the ‘
Department of Justice; ‘ : : S .
' (b) .- Defendant agrees to testify truthfully as a witness before a grand jury or in :

any . other judicial or administrative proceeding When called upon to do-so
by the United States. Defendant further agrees to waive his Fifth

B - Amendment privilege against self—rncrrmmatron for the purpose ‘of thlS:' -

Agreement
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(¢)" Defendant agrees to. voluntarily attend any 1nterv1ews and conferences as
: the Umted States may request :

@ | Defendant agrees to provrde truthful complete and’ accurate. information
L and testlmony ‘and understands any false statements made by Defendait to
_,,the grand jury.or ‘at any court proceeding (criminal or civil), or to.a
government agent or attorney, can and will be prosecuted under the
appropr1ate per_]ury false statement, or obstruct1on statutes
(e) .- At the Government’s speC1f1c request, Defendant agrees to provide to the
“. United States all documents in his possession or under his control relatmg. ‘
to all areas of i 1nqu1ry and 1nvest1gat10n and :
o Should the recommended departure if. any, not meet Defendant’s
“*  expectations, Defendant understands that he remains bound by the terms of
~ this Plea Agreement and that he cannot for that reason alone w1thdraW h15
' plea
Walver of Appeal and Collateral Rev1ew .
7..‘> Defendant is aware that T1tle 28 Umted States Code Sect1on 1291 and Title 18
A Un1ted States Code Sectlon 3742 afford a defendant the” right to appeal the conviction and :
" sentence 1mposed Defendant is also aware that Tltle 28 Un1ted States Code Sect1on 2255 affords
the rrght to contest or collaterally attack” a convrctron or sentence after the Judgment of conv1ct10n
and sentence has become fmal Defendant knowmgly and voluntarily waives the rlght to appeal -
~ or “collaterally attack” the conVictiorr and 'sentenCe, exc_ept that Defendant' does not WaiVe the right
1o raise a claim of ineffective assistance of counsel on direct appeal, if otherwise permnte’d,’ oron:
collateral review :in a motion unde'r' Title 28 vUnited 'States 'Code‘ Section '2255 ‘-"ln the event
, Defendant ﬁles a not1ce of appeal followmg the 1mpos1t10n of the sentence or later collaterally
attacks hrs convrct1on or sentence, the Unrted States w1ll assert its r1ghts under th1s Plea Agreement :
: ' and seek specifrc p’erfor_mance of ,these walvers.
8 Defendant also~agrees that should- the -conviction' folloizving»Defendant?siplea of: -

7 guilty pursuan't to this Agreement be vacated for any'reason, then'any prdsecution that is not time-
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S

: barred by the appiicable, statute of_"limitations: on the date of -the Signing of this agreement
(1nclud1ng any counts that the Umted States has agreed to d1sm1ss at' sentencrng pursuant to th1s_.:i:
& vAgreement) may be commenced or reinstated agamst Defendant .notuv1thstand1ng the» explration
- of the statute of hmitations between_ the signing of this 'Agreement-and the COMencementl:or
- _rein‘statement of ‘such prosecution. :HIt is the intent of this Agreenient to :Waive alli defenses based o
this Agreement is 'srgned. |
| 9, In 'agreeing'to these' uraivers, -Defendant: 1s aware that a sentence has 'not yet been
, determined by the,Court. p,efendant is alsoy aware that any estimate f‘of the possible 'sentencing’
range under the sentencing guidelines that he may; have received froni his counsel thernited a
; States ot the Probatlon Ofﬁce is a prediction and not a promlse d1d not 1nduce h1s gullty plea
and is not b1nd1ng on the Un1ted States the Probatlon Ofﬁce or f the- Court The Umted States does -
" not make any promlse or representatlon concermng what sentence Defendant w111 recelve

Defendant further understands and agrees that the Unlted States Sentencmg Guldehnes are' ,

“effectively adv1sory” to the Court See Unzted States V. Booker 543 U. S 220 245 (2005) ‘

Accordingly, ,I,?efendant understands‘ that, raIthough the Court must consult the: Senten_cing '
Guidelines and must -take thern' vin:to accodnt when fsentencing :Defe_ndant, the ‘Court is not bound -
. to foi‘loui/ the_"S‘entencing"(:}uidelines”nOr’sentencep]g)e‘fendant within the ‘calcuiated.Guideliiies
range. | | | | |

| 10 ]jefendant understands and agrees that;each and alvlgwai\‘/erscontained in_thi's flea '
Agreern_eht are made in e;_(change for the, concessionsanqade bythe United .States;’in'this Plea;

Agfeement. -
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| The Unlted States’ Agreements

1.7 If Defendant pleads gullty to the Informatlon and pers1sts in: that plea through.f% |
sentenCi‘ng, and if the Court accepts: this :Plea Agreement,_the'Umted"States will nc\>t further |
;‘,pro"secutethe defendant for any.crimes descrih_ed 1n the attached factual bas:is: or for any conduct :
of the 'defendant now knoxyn to the lJnited.States Department of dustice ‘» Crlminal Division; :Puhlic
. 'Integrlty Sectlon and the Unlted States Department of Just1ce Nat1onal Secur1ty D1V1510n7
| Counterlntelhgence arid Export Control Sect1on This agreement does not prov1de any hm1tat1on
~of l1ab1l1ty ar1smg out of any acts of v1olence ) - | ”
| ’ Agreement Binding on _I?arties to Aéreemen‘t Dnl'y
‘12.:_:.' The United.‘States' Department' of _:ilustice, Criminal _Diylsion, ‘Puhlic Ilntegrity”:; V
._.’-‘Sectio‘n;‘:and the' United - States.’ Departrnent of ;.Justice, ~National® 'Securit}'? Divi‘s_ion,

Counterintelllgence and Export‘ Con‘trol- Section agree that they will not -further crirninally-

o prosecute Defendant in the Southern D1stnct of Texas for the spec1f1c conduct descr1bed in the

Informat1on This. plea agreement bmds only the Un1ted States Department of Just1ce Crmnnal

' D1V1s1on Pubhc Integnty Sect1on the Umted States Department of Just1ce Natlonal Securlty »

. WDIVISIOII Countermtel’llgence andiExport Control Sect1on' and Defendant It does not bind any
| Umted States Attorney or any other component of the Department of Justlce The Unlted States
Department of Just1ce Cnmlnal D1V1Slon Pubhc Integnty Sect1on and the Umted States |
.Department of Just1ce ANatlonal Secunty DlVISlOIl Countermtelhgence and Export ControlSectlon
will 'brmg thls Plea Agreernent and the full extent of Defendant’s cooperatlon to the attent1on of A
.. other prosecutmg ofﬁces 1f requested | | | | |
| Unlted States Non—Walver of Appeal

13.  The Umted States reserves the rlght to carry out its respons1b111t1es under the; o
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: Sentenc_ing Guidelines. Spe'ciflcally,-;the United States reServes the right to:

- (a) Bringits.version of the facts of this case, includlng any evidence in‘the files .
of any investigative agency, to the attention of the Probation Office in -
connectron w1th that ofﬁce s preparatron of a presentence report

(b)-  Set forth or dlspute sentenémg factors or facts materlal to sentenC1ng;

. (¢) Seek resolutlon of, such factors or facts in conference w1th Defendant’
- counsel and the Probatlon Ofﬁce '

(d) File a plead1ng‘ relatlng to these issues, in accordance with Sectlon 6A1 2> of .
' the Sentencmg -Guidelines and . Title 18 Umted States Code y -
Section 3553(a) and .
() . Appeal the sentence 1mposed or the manner in Wthh it was determmed
.Sentence Deterlnlnatlon

14 " Defendant is’ayvare that the sentence will be: imposed after'co'n:sideration of the
‘V Sentencfng Guldehnes and Pol1cy Statements .Whlcl’l are only adv1sory, as yvell as the prov1s1ons
of T1tle 18, Umted States Code Sectron 35 53(a) Defendant nonetheless acknowledges and agrees
that the Court has author1ty to 1mpose any sentence up to and 1nclud1ng the statutory maximim set
for the offense to Wl’llch Defendant pleads gurlty, and that the sentence to be 1mposed is w1th1n the
sole dlscretlon of the sentencmg Judge after the Court has consulted the apphcable Sentencmg
Gu1dellnes Defendant understands and lagrees that the partles posmons regardrng the apphcatron
: of the Sentencmg Gu1de11nes do not, b1nd the Court and that the sentence 1mposed xls wlthm the :.'
dlscretlon of the sentencmg Judge If the- Court should 1mpose any sentence up* to the maximum "

; estabhshed by statute Defendant cannot for that reason alone w1thdraw a gullty plea and wﬂl »
'remaln bound to fulﬁll all of the obhgatrons under thlS Plea Agreement
| | :'l5 . The Umted States and Defendant agree to the followmg regardlng the Sentencrng | '; B

"Guldehnes appllcable to Defendant’s Gu1dehnes range -

O V,;‘.;‘The S_enten&:lng Gu_rdehnes do not b1nd=the Court-'and are adyisory_‘ln;nature. i
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®)

@

@

o , “(c);;_l

The. Court may 1mpose ‘a sentence that i is either above or below the '
defendant's applicable Guldelmes range; prov1ded the sentence 1mposed is
not ¢ unreasonable / :

The defendant consents to judicial fact-finding by a preponderance of the
evrdence for all issues pertaining to the determination of the defendant's -
sentence, 1nclud1ng the determmatlon of any mandatory minimum sentence
(including the facts that support any specific offense characteristic or other

enhancement or adjustment) ‘and any legally authorlzed increase above the -

determmatron beyond a reasonable doubt of all facts used to determme and
enhance the’ sentence nnposed ‘and waives any . right to have those facts
alleged in the' information. . The defendant also agrees that the Court, in -~
finding the facts relevant to the 1mpos1t10n of sentence, may cons1der any
rellable information, 1nclud1ng hearsay B :

) The defendant .u,nderstands and agrees that the :factual-admissions contained

in paragraphs‘18-33 ‘of this plea.agreement, and any admissions that he:will
make during his plea colloquy, wﬂl be used to calculate the defendant's

) Guldehnes range

If the Court determmes that Defendant quallﬁes for an adJustment under -
U.S.8.G § 3ElL.1(a), and: the offense level prior to operation of § 3E1. 1(a) -
is 16 -or greater the United States will move under § 3E1:1(b) for an -
additional " one-level - reduction because Deferidant timely notified

- authorrtles of his or her intent to plead gullty, thereby permitting the United . -
- States to avoid preparrng for trial -and permitting the Umted States and the '

Court to allocate the1r resources more efﬁcrently

The partres understand acknowledge and-agree that there are no agreements :
between the parties with respect to any Sentencing Guldellnes issues other
than those specrﬁcally listed i in paragraph 15 and its subsections. As to any

“other Guidelines issues, ‘the parties. are free to advocate their respectlve_u::

posmons at the sentencmg hearmg

16 ~ The Umted States and Defendant agree that the Un1ted States ot Defendant mayi

- assert at sentencrng and recommend to the Probatlon Ofﬁce that Gurdelme enhancements or

,'adJustments beyond the Guldehnes set forth above do or do not apply

nghts at Trlal

17 Defendant understands that by entermg 1nto th1s Agreement he surrenders certarn '

rlghts as provrded 1n/th1s Plea Agreement Defendant understands that the rrghts of a defendant o
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include the following: .

e

Cor

T

1f Defendant pers1sted in a plea of not gullty to the charges Defendant 3

would-have the-right to a speedy jury trial ‘with the assistance of counsel. .-
The trial may be conducted by a judge sitting W1thout a Jury 1f Defendant

_ the United States, and the Court all agree

Ata tr1a1, the U n1ted States would :be requrred to present witnesses and other

evidence against Defendant.- - Defendant would- have the opportunity to .

“confront those witnesses, ‘and his_attorney would be ‘allowed to cross-

examine them In turn, Defendant could, but would not be required 1o,
present witnesses and other evidence on his own behalf. If the witnesses

-for Defendant would not- appear - voluntarily, he could requrre therrv.'”

o)

attendance through the subpoena power of the Court

‘At a trial, Defendant could rely on a prrvrlege aga1nst self—rncrrmlnatlon and

decline to testify, and no inference of guilt could be drawn from such refusal
to testify. But if Defendant des1red to-do so, he could testify on his own

behalf

@

18. Defendant MINA COLIN STROTHER was a. re51dent of Buda Texas He owned o

Aspart of this plea. agreement and based upon the concessions.of the United
States in_this plea agreemient, Defendant knowmgly, ‘willingly, and .
Voluntarlly gives up the right to seek any -additional dlscovery :Further, .
Defendant knowingly, . w1111ng1y, and voluntanly wa1ves all pendmg :

requests for dlscovery

Factual Bas1s for Gullty Plea

and operated Strother & Company, a pohtlcal consultrng company based in Buda Texas He was

Co- Consprrator 1’ campalgn manager and former.chief of. staff.

~19. Co Consplrator 1 is:an elected federal pubhc ofﬁc1a1 who meets the deﬁnltlon of - |

C18 U.S. c § 201(a)(1)

20.  Co- Consprrator 2 is the spouse of Co Consplrator 1 Co Consprrator 2 owned and .

, "cont_roll_ed Consuftlng Cor_npany 1, a;hmlted _11ab111ty_ cornpany formed»under the lay_\{s of the State

of Texas. ,

21. ,Co-ConSpirator 3 'was a bu:Sine‘ssman residing in'San Antonio, Texas and a close
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5

“associate of Co-‘ansp'irator& 1. Sincvefn' approximately 2006, C'o-(;onspirator. 3 owned and operated
’two‘ consulting companies Consulting Co'mpany 2; and Consutting Company 3. 3
- “22. Im February 2016 Co Consplrator 1 approached Strother and asked h1m to meet
| with Co- Consplrator 3 On February 25, 2016 Strother and Co Consprrator 3 met at a restaurant
i 1n San Antomo Texas. Co Consplrator 3- asked Strother to- partrcrpate in a prOJect to test and
- certlfy a ﬁ,lel additive made by a Mex1can company, Lubr1cant Company 1 so that 1t could be sold
in the Umted States Co Consprrator 3 stated he would pay Strother $1 1 000 per month but these
- payments Were conditioned on Strother maklng $10 000 monthly payments to Co Consplrator 2.
' Nelther Strother nor Co- Consplrator 2 had any experrence or expertlse relatmg to. the testmg, :
- Vcertlﬁcatlon or marketlng of ﬁlei addltlves |

_2'3'. On February 27, 2016 Co Consplrator 3 ema11ed Strother Wlth the subject 11ne

“Temporar.y MOU.” In the ema11 Co—Consplrator 3 stated that his company, Consultmg Company‘ -

7

- 2, was 1nterested in retalmng your’ consultlng servrces for fundra1s1ng, tracklng and negotlatrng o

lab testlng services and market analys1s of the many [Lubrrcant Company 1] products ”? Co N

‘ Consplrator 3 asked Strother to 1nV01ce Consultmg Company 2. for an 1mt1al payment of $22 000.” -

- The emarl d1d not reference any payments to be made to=Co-Consp1rator 2.
\/:?. - 24 - From March 2016 through December 2017, Co Consplrator 3 made payments of
7”$11 000 to Strother on. an approx1mate1y monthly basrs totahng $242 000 Pursuant to- hlS
agreement with Co Consplrator 3, from March 20 1 6 through J anuary 20 18, Strother used the funds =
»he recelved from Co Consp1rator 3 to make payments of approx1mately $10 OOO per month to Co- R

Consplrator 2, totahng $214 890 |
25. 3 In the perlod in Wthh Strother was: makmg monthly payments to Co- Consplrator
, ”2, (;o:Conspllr.atO‘r‘ 1 rnessaged .‘Stro_ther yvords to the;‘elffect,of, “[Cosconsplr_ator' 2’s initi:als]

10
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o 'asking 7 Strother understood this. message.to mean that Co-Conspirator 1‘ was inquiring about thjev
'status of the: payments berng made to his: spouse Co- Consplrator 2.
o : 26 When Co Consplrator 3 f1rst approached Strother and began maklng payments
: Strother believed that the Lubrrcant Company 1 prOJ ect Was leg1t1mate At the begrnmng, Strother :
: made some efforts to. advance the pI‘O_] ect Howeveri ne1ther Co-Consprrator 3 nor Co-Consplrator . ;o
2 performed any leg1t1mate ‘work on the proj ject. Eventually, Strother stopped makmg any efforts
' to advance the pI‘Q]CC'[ |
27 _,Based on these circufnstances; yyhere Go;Conspirator 3 continued.to :pay Strother
.,$'1"1,000:::on: : an approximately monthly -basis, and Where Strothe'r continued to :pay Co- i
'Consfpirator 2 I$l0‘,000 :o'n: an approximately monthlybasi’s, and neitherf Co—Conspirator 3 nor bo- B
’ Conspirator 2 did-any legitimate ;worlé Strother’con'cluded'that the"Lubricant Company 1 project
was a ) sham. Strother: understood that the true purpose of the payments that he recelved from Co-, .
3 Consp1rator 3 and passed through to’ Co Consp1rator 25 was to funnel money to Co Consplrator 1
. without Co Consp1rator 1 havrng to d1sclose itin hrs publlcly filed annual f1nanc1al d1sclosures
- Although he understood that the proJ ect was a sham Strother contrnued to recewe payments from e
) "Co-ConsplratorS and pass them on toCo-Consplrator 2, retalnrng approxrmately $1, 000 per month
for lnmself Strother was not aware of Co- flonspnator 2 ever do1ng legltlmate work in. exchange:
28. 5 Durmg the entlre tlme STROTHER recelved payments from Co Consplrator 3 and o
funneled them to Co Consprrator 1 through Co Consplrator 2 STROTHER d1d not exphcltlyl a
. d1scuss any official acts that Co Consprrator 1 performed in exchange for the payments Howeyver,
| based on the entlrety of the circumstances presented to STROTHER STROTHER understood that i

- the funds Co-Consprrator"l recewed‘ ﬁom Co-'Consplrator 3, funneled through STROTHER, were

1 “ y
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. obtained' through .unlanul.'actiVityz namely, bribery. Speclﬁcally;'STRQTHER understo'od‘that:»

(a) Co-Consplrator 1 organlzedfand dir_ected the payment scheme by which -STRC:)"TH-ER_-ﬁlnneled =
- money to Co-’Co'n-spirator("’l "through‘{Co’-Conspirator 2"::”(b) Co-ConspiratorS concocteda sham
:cover story for the payments 1nvolv1ng the - Lubrlcant Company 1 prOJect | (c) neither Co-::,
- Consplrator 2, Co- Consprrator 3 nor STROTHER performed legltrmate work that would Justrfy .
| regulatory issues through ofﬁcral action. In lrght of . these crrcumstances among others N
‘- STROTHER understood that the payments he funneled from Co Consprrator 3 to Co- Consplrator
1 were made to conceal the trué nature ownersh1p, and source of the payments whrch STROTHER-

‘ Aunderstood were obtarned through some form of unlawful actrvrty, namely brrbery |

29 ~ Co- Consp1rator 3 made his ﬁnal monthly payment of $11 000 to Strother- in
December 2017 after Wthl’l the regular payments stopped In March 2018, Co Consplrator 3
3 made two addltronal payments to Strother in furtherance of thelr or1g1nal agreement 1n the amounts

0 $7,000 and $5 000, respectlvely | |

| . 30. _ In October 2018 Strother Co- Consplrator l and others: had dinner at a restaurant ‘
: in L_ar:edo, Texas,' After_dlnner, Co¢Consp1rator 1 andetrother had a brief conversatron in thev
restaurant’sr parklng Alot. Durin'g :the- conyersatron irfS-trother and Co-Conspiratorl discussed the 3
‘payments to Co Consprrator 2 and the fact that Co Consplrator 2 had accused Strother of"
,_w1thhold1ng payments that he owed to Co Consprrator 2 In response to that accusatron Strother .
showed Co- Consprrator 1 a spreadsheet of the payments he had made to Co Consprrator 2 on hlS |
phone, and Co-Consprratorfl assured=Strother that there ’was no problem On No‘vember 15, 2018 |
and’ December 14 2018 Strother made payments of $7 500 each to Co Consplrator 2 mt;;”

’ furtherance of Strother ] agreement w1th Co Consplrator 1 and Co- Consprrator 3

12
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31. On June 11, 2019 and in furtherance of thelr prlor agreement Co- Consplrator 3
paid Strother $7 000 by check: On June 13 2019 Strother used the ﬁmds recelved from Co-
| "VV’Consplrator 3 to pay Co Consplrator 2 $3, OOO by check Subsequently, Co Consplrator 3 d1rected |

' ‘Strother to pay Co Consplrator 2 the remalnder of the money On December 2 2019, Strotherv

| lmade a $3 500 cash depos1t mto Co- Consplrator 2’s bank account and kept the remalmng $500 of .

~ the funds he had recelved from Co- Consplrator 3
32.. - In total Consultmg Company 2 and Consultmg Company 3 pald $261, OOO to-

Strother as deta11ed below

3/24/2016 | -Check | $22,000 | = . “[Lubricant Company 1] Consulting” -
/4/8/2016. | Check | $11,000 | - -“Monthly Consulting Fee” .
6/3/2016 | Check | $11,000 @ “March Services”
6/3/2016 |. Check .| $11,000 | - . - “April Services”-
77/14/2016 | *Check | $11,000 | ] “June [Lubricant Company 1]”
8/8/2.0.16 ‘Che'ck | $11.000° ' “July Payment [Lubricant Company
S | ~-1] Project” :
‘9/14/2016 | Check | $11,000 . . . . “August” :
410/20?/2016 | 'Chec K ':$11,'0'0 0: ' “Consultmge[;ubncant Company 1]
- 12/8/2016 | Check |[-$11,000 .~ - . - = “Nov™.
12/20/2016 | Check | $11,000 . “Dec Invoice Consulting” =
2/13/2017.| Check | $11,000 | .~ “Jan Paymentper Contract” .
°3/20/2017 | Check | $11,000 | . “FebPayment” -
4/17/2017 | Check .. | $11,000 [ - - . “March” .
5/29/2017-| Check | $11,000 [ - - - - “Apr. Payment” <~
- 6/28/2017 | Check | $11,000. | . “May”
8/7/2017 | Check. | $11,000 { = - U “Jupe”
- |2 9/7/2017 | Check [ $11,000 | -~ . . “July2017”
1 9/22/2017 | Check | $11,000- S “Aug”
~ |10/16/2017 | Check .| $11,000 | -~ = - “Sept”
- [12/15/2017 | Check [$11,000 | -~ - ¢ - - “Nov™:
12/2772017 | -Check | $11,000 | -~ = . “Dec”

13
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:3/20/2018 :

Check

$7.000 |

“Jan (Petro proj’ect’f’: L

3/26/2018

‘Check

T$5,000 |

“Jan Final — Lubricant Project”

| 6/11/2019

Check

$7,000

33, Of the ﬁ,mds Strother recelved from Co- Consplrator 3 Strother pald $236 390 to.

- “Consult”,

. Co Consplrator 2’s company, Consultmg Company 1 as detalled below

3/29/2016 |- Check | $10,000 . " January Payment
3/29/2016 | Check | $10,000 Fedruary [sic] Payment _ -
4/22/2016 | Wire | -$9,990. - - ~NONE-.
6/8/2016 | - Wire: | $19,990 | 7 April/May Invoice
“7/20/2016 | Wire | $10,000 | ~ Tune Invoice
9/1/2016 . | . Wire .| $10,000- | -~ ~NONE--
19/26/2016 | - Wire: | $10,000 | - 2-NONE-- -
“11/1/2016 | Wite | $10,000 | ~ Sept.Payment
12/27/2016 | Wire . | $19,970 --NONE--
73/712017 | Wire $9,990° _-NONE-:"
4/4/2017 | -Wire | . $10,000. --NONE--
5/20/2017 | "Check | $10,000 . -NONE-- .
-6/21/2017 | Wire |- $9,950 | April Payment
7/26/2017 | Check |-$10,000 '+ June Payment -
9/1/2017. |  Wire $10,000 June Payment
:[11/1/2017 | Check | $15,000° August and September
12/29/2017 | -Check | $10,000 " November -
1/25/2018 | ‘Check | $20,000 | | ,November & December Fee -
- [11/15/2018 | Check | $7,500 | 2018 Half Balance . -
12/14/2018 | ‘Check .| $7,500 - Final 2018 .
6/13/2019-| Check | $3,000 | . ‘Retainer -
12/2/2019 | Cash .| $3,500 | T _NONE—

_i34‘. * Strother received the payments from Cq—_C'Onspirator 3Aénd'made these_-péyments to

7 Consul'ting Cempany '1' m 6rderf1:e cencealrlthait the true, inteﬁcied recip’i‘ent ef 'themoney was Co-.
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3 ﬁom Co- Consp1rator 3, ﬂmneled through STROTHER were obtalned through unlawful act1v1ty,r 4
namely, brlbery
| | Breach of Pltea Agreement .
35, If Defendant should fail i in any way to fulfill completely .all of thie obligations under

Iﬂ’]lS Plea Agreement the Umted States will be released from its obl1gat10ns under the Plea
Agreement and Defendant’s plea and sentencewﬂl stand If at any tlme Defendant retains,
conceals or dlsposes of assets in Vlolatlon of this Plea Agreement 1nclud1ng requ1red financial
1nformat1on or if Defendant know1ngly W1thholds ev1dence or is otherw1se not completely truthful
__W1th the‘.Umted States, then_ththmted States rnay moveth'e Cour_t.to set asrde the gullty plea and
. reinstate pro,secution. VfAny lnforrnation_ and docurnents that:haye been disclo_sed by Defendant,
. 'vyhether‘priornto, or subsequent to thiS' Plea Agreemen_t,fand allleads 'deri»\fed therefr:om,’ will. be
»use'd against Defendant in any prosecution. | | | |
| R Monetallfy Penalties, Assets and anancial' Dlsclosures
36 Defendant understands and ag_ree(s that monetary;penalties %ill be ,subject to )
imrnediate enforcement? as proyided»in l8: USC§ _;613 and that monetary ,penaltiesyvillibe |
submitt_edf to the Ireasury_ .O,ffs{et Program so that payments to Defe'ndant_ mayhe app,lied to federal

debts.

-

37. Défendaht’understa’rids that restitution forfeiture and ﬁnes fare separate o :

‘components .of sentencmg and are separate obhgat1ons Defendant agrees to take all steps
lnece‘ssary to pass clear title to forfe1table assets to the Umted States .and to assrst fully» in them
_.Alcolle,ctron of restrtutlon and ﬁnes. Subject to the prov1's‘10ns-f of -paragraph 7 above, Defendant

-Walves the rlght to. challenge in any manner 1nclud1ng by drrect appeal or in a collateral-:i')

' proceedlng, any rest1tut10n order any forfe1ture orders and any fines.

B 15 ) ,::'



" Case 4:24-cr-00113 Document 13 Filed on 03/06/24 in TXSD *Page 16 of 20

: Restitution, :
38.. Defendant agrees to pay full restitution to the v1ct1ms regardless of the count of -f
conv1ction Defendant agrees to pay full restitutlon as deterrnined by the Court regardless of the o
resulting loss amount to all victims harmed by Defendant’s “relevant conduct ” as deﬁned by:
- US.8.G. §1B1.3, 1ncludmg conduct pertaimng to any drsmlssed counts.’or uncharged conduct, and‘ o
regardless of Whether such'conduct;_constitutes an"‘offense” ',under 18,U.S“.'C,. §§ 22:59 3663: or
3663A Defendant agrees that restitution 1mposed by the Court will be due and payable .
’ 1mmed1ately and that should the Court 1mpose a payment schedule the payment schedule sets forth »
A mimmum payments and does not foreclose addrtional collectlon of rest1tut1on ) |
Forfeiture
3 .3"9. E As part of this plea agreement Defendant : agrees to the follow1ng

(a) to: forfeit via e1ther an admrmstratwe or ]udICIal proceedmg, a money _]udgment in the

amount of $24, 610. '
. N . .. . B . . .

(b) to withdraw any clai'ins and petitions for such listed or seized assets, ‘whether in this- .

proceeding or another proceeding, and to waive notice: of admlmstrative proceedmgs

(1nclud1ng forfeiture, destructron and abandonment for serzed property) '

-

) (C) that Defendant obtained at least $24, 610 from the Criminal offense, that the: factual basis '

for the guilty plea supports the imposition of a money judgment in that amount, and that -

Defendant agrees to the 1mpos1t10n ofa money Judgment in that amount;

(d) that one or more of the conditions set forth in 21 U S C. § 853(p) eXists SO that the : H

forfelture money Judgment may "be 1mmed1ately sat1sﬁed Via forfe1ture of subst1tute”:
property, and ' ‘ ’ :

(e) to the order of forfeiturelbecoming,:ﬁnal as to Defendant ’immediately’follo’vying this’ o
- - guilty plea or immediately following entry of the forfeiture order, whichever applies. -

_, Financial Statement "
40. - Defendant agreesto truthfully compléte Undeirppenaltyzof perjury, yvithin thirty days, - h

16
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. of the ﬁling Of this'Pl'ea Agreement yvlth'the Court a ﬁnancial statement on a form provided by
the: United States and to update the statement W1th1n seven days of any- matenal change Defendant
b ‘.also agrees to make full dtsclosure to the Umted States Probatron Ofﬁce of all current and
_anticipated assets.in vyh1ch Defendant has an 1nterest both before sentencrng and again before
E wtermmatlon of superv1sed release or probatlon with such d1sclosures to be shared w1th the Umted .
: 'States..-:_f - | | | |
41.. . Défendant further ‘ag'rees;not to ld‘isi)ose or -transfer ariy as'sets yvlthout the prior::-
. written’bermi:ssion of thefI‘J‘nited:lStates and to authoriie the":rele‘ase of allf:financialfinfonnatlon
;requested by the Umted States, 'including, but not limi,te:d jto, cred1t histor,ies andtaj; returns.
’ Defendant agrees .to d1scuss and _answer any questions by the Unlted States relating to Defendant’s
_,,f”fmancial dlsclosur'e','including in a deposition' or inform‘al- debtor exam, _yvhether before or after ’
sentencing_;-.i | | |
) - Complete ﬂAgreem‘e‘ntr -

42. This written Plea Agreement cons1st1ng of 20 pages 1nclud1ng the Plea Agreement -

- Addendum constltutes the complete agreement between the Umted States Defendant and h1s ‘

, "counsel.: No promlses or ;r:epresentattons have:been made by the Umted States except as set forth
in vyrlting inthis Plea,Agreement -Defendant acknovyledges :that no threats have~been made:against .
him and that he 1s pleadmg gullty freely and Voluntarlly because he is gu1lty | .

4}. Any modlﬁcatlon of thJS Plea Agreement must be in wr1t1ng ‘and s1gned by allfn

parties.

17
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eta_Hovand s MAReH £ opy

A Jr

Defendant

Subscnbed and sworn to before me on : W 6 ’ -, 2023.
NATHAN OCHSNER Clerk o
UNITED STATES DISTRICT CLERK

Deputy Ux\lted St"fes Dlstrlct Clerk
| APPROVED-- | '
‘JENNIFER KENNEDY GELLIE - “COREYR.AMUNDSON"
" Executive Deputy Chief, . - ' Chief, Public Integrity:Section. *

- performing the duties of Chlef B -Criminal: Division:
Counterintelligence and Export Control | - U.S. Department of Justlce
Section. : : .

Nat10na1 Securlty DlVlSlOIl

US Department of Justlce o ﬂ.
By:. Sbm, by &L "0

Garret Coyly K . L Marco-A. Palm1er1
- Trial Attorn€y o . . " Rosaleen O’Gara
' - ' ‘ Celia Choy

- Attorney's for the United States A
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT "
- SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
HOUSTON DIVISION

:UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -

:A"MINA COLIN STROTHER

§
A §
V. - § CaseNo H ;U'l'—a" ”5
: §
5
§
§

Defendant

PLEA AGREEMENT ADDENDUM ‘»
I have fully explamed to Defendant h1s rights Wlth respect to the Informatlon I have
_ reviewed the prov1510ns ef the Umted States Sentencmg' C‘omm1_ss10n S Gl_nd'elmes\_Manual and *
: Poliey “Statements; and I have ﬁllly'and carefully eXplalned te- Defendant ‘the proviéiens of th’ese

;.Gu1del1nes that may apply in th1s case. I have also explamed to Defendant that the Sentencrng

Guldelmes are only adv1sory, and the Court may sentence Defendant up to the max1mum allowed -

be statute per c_ount of conviction. ° Further,-‘I have ea‘refully reV1ewed_every p'a_rtfof this Plea ‘
Agreement with Defendant. To my knowledge, Defendant’s decision te‘,_enter into this Plea

Agreement is antiinformed and voluntary one.

ne m@m@zm WW

MlchaelMcCrum o o | Date —
Attorn_ey.for Defendant. ,.:' : - : ;
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I ‘have, consulted wnh my. attorney and fully understand all my rlghts w1th respect to. the ‘

GC
C(L C’ - o rM‘(’* ‘on

ent agalnst me. My attorney has fully explamed andI understand all my nghts .

 with respect to the prov1s1ons of the Umted States Sentencmg Comm1ss1on s Guldehnes Manual
,that may apply in my case. I have read and carefully revrewed every part of thls Plea Agreement

 with my attorney I understand thls Plea Agreement and 1 Voluntanly agree to 1ts terms.

‘//é\, j 03/ /M}Y

Mina Colin Strother - R Date
" Defendant ” o o S =

v720 »b





