
Why I Support Shelley Luther

Texas has emerged as a global leader thanks to a legacy of self-governance and devotion to individual liberty. These are character traits that thrive in an environment with a level playing field, both in business and politics. Disappointingly, this year government officials have violated these principles, pronouncing businesses and jobs "essential" and "non-essential" by proclamation.

Government officials told Shelley Luther her hair salon was non-essential. That she and the women who worked for her were “non-essential.” Her hairstylists take hundreds of hours of training, much of which is devoted to sanitation and cleanliness. But they were not invited to employ their creativity to solve a problem. They were just told, “Your job doesn’t matter.” The dog groomers next door were “essential”; they were not. 

You likely remember her story. I recently sat with her and heard it first-hand. She read the regulations and saw she had the right to open. So she created a state of the art distancing and cleanliness protocol and opened her salon. A licensing bureaucrat told her not to, but could not cite a legal rationale – only threats. Democrat county officials leaned on her, as did the Republican governor’s office. It was her against a bi-partisan government assault on these ladies’ livelihoods and liberties.

She refused to back down, and they put her in jail. The administrator saw her and said, “What is she doing here, we are only supposed to have felons.” They put her in their worst facility to teach her a lesson. Shelley was punished for refusing to bow her knee and repent for demanding government follow the law, and be “of the People, by the People, and for the People.”

Shelley typically voted in Presidential elections and felt that was being a good citizen. But she learned more involvement was essential to preserve liberty. 

I asked why she took a stance that risked jail. She answered, “Because of the hundreds of letters I received.” People found hope in seeing her take a stand against tyranny and for liberty. That’s why she stood, and why she’s now running for State Senate.

The Austin Swamp has tilted the playing field to negate Shelley’s grassroots advantage. The special election timeline was rushed faster than any non-legislative session in memory. The lobby class seems clearly to be angling to elect their handpicked candidate. 

Because the Austin Swamp attempted to fix the game, I decided to loan Shelley Luther’s campaign $1,000,000. This gives her enormous grassroots support base ample time to support her campaign. The Swamp’s candidate has a bank account brimming with lobby dollars. As noted by Transparency Texas, Drew Springer’s money comes almost exclusively from Austin lobbyists and access-buyers. 

The forces who would jail a single mom for the “crime” of safely operating a business would think nothing of doing the same thing to you or me. I believe in the American People. I believe in Texans. We all have flaws, so all need accountability. The Austin Swamp needs substantially more accountability. My hope is that Shelley Luther will be elected to truly represent the people of her district, remain accountable to them, and never become beholden to the Austin Swamp. That would represent a critical step toward liberty.
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